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   August  Birthdays 
13th     Chelsea Cox 

           Pam Kass 
17th     Ann Herr 
23rd     Bruce Novak 

 

30th     Greg Hansen 

            Shirley Traylor 
 

August  Anniversaries 
17th        Dick & Marty Wepking 

20th       George & Jeanine Lawver 

27th       Terry & Beth Boleyn 

               

Scheduled Committee Meetings     Please remember that ALL committee and 

council meetings are open to the congregation. 

Thursday, August 19 10 am Women’s Fellowship 

Those who get this issue via email might want to view the calendar online.   Simply go 

to www.summitucc.org and click on the calendar button.  The whole year is out there. 

Important Calendar Dates:    

Monday, August 2 10:30 am Diaconate meeting  

Monday, August 9 3 pm Trustees Meeting  

Monday, August 23 4 pm  Council meeting  

From our Financial Secretary … Thank you for your faithful giving! 
Mid year statements are available for your information. 

Contributors:   Pastor Karen Candee, Flora Brown (clerk),  Judy Trent, Merlin Green (editor) 

WOMENS FELLOWSHIP  
 
Come join us for coffee cake and coffee at our women's fellowship meeting on Thursday, August 
19th at 10 a.m. we will make decisions and come up with a plan for our Thrift and bake sale the end 
of September so please join us even if you're not a regular member, we want your input and we are 
asking for your help. Thank you and God bless, 
Judy Trent 
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CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
 
July 26, 2021 via Zoom 
 

Present:  Pastor Karen, Merlin Green, Beth Boleyn, Shirley Hansen, Judy Trent, Pat Kreimeyer and  
Flora Brown 
Pastor opened the meeting with a devotion. The minutes from the June meeting were reviewed, Pat   
motioned to accept the minutes as presented, Shirley seconded and the motion carried. 
 
Trustees & B & G: 
The bill was received for the cost of the lights on the cross, which was then paid. Merlin is still checking 
into a new dishwasher. The main discussion at their meeting was about doing an audit. This will be very 
expensive, therefore, Merlin and Judy Prochaska are exploring ideas to possibly do it internally. Merlin 
motioned to accept Ann Herr as Financial Secretary through January 1, 2022, Shirley seconded. All in 
favor. An inquisition was made of if she could serve on two committees? It was stated that Financial 
Secretary is not considered a committee and there is nothing in the Bylaws, as well. A request was     
received from the county to use our facilities for two upcoming elections. This was approved by this 
committee. The committee also discussed Summit hosting funeral dinners. The concerns were that there 
were not enough workers, it was tabled for three months. The committee wanted to discuss this more 
with church council. Church council members agreed that there isn't enough workers. It was suggested 
that if the opportunity presents itself, a quick meeting would need to be called to decide. It was also   
suggested to use disposable plates, utensils, etc., then we would just need servers and clean up            
afterwards. Another concern was of people that haven't been vaccinated being there. Merlin shared age 
demographics statistics and membership attendance numbers for the past ten years for Summit. 
 
Diaconate: 
Fellowship before and after church is still ongoing, wrapped treats have been used. Possibly having an 
outdoor service set for August 29, may borrow a tent and have lunch afterwards. 
 
Christian Ed.: 
It has been determined that Mondays @ 1:30 pm is good for in person bible study. Online bible study on 
Tuesdays @ 12:30 pm is yet to be determined. This is an 11 week study that will possibly start the week 
of September 26. This will be determined at the next meeting. Please let Pastor know by August 8 if you 
would like to participate. Please don't let inability to pay for a book discourage you if you would like to 
participate. Pastor will be doing some checking with families about Sunday school starting back up. 
 
O/M/E: 
Pastor's Discretionary Fund was refilled--$300 was allocated from the O/M/E budget towards this. The 
Crop Walk committee will be meeting at Summit. On October 2 there will be a celebration of the       
accomplishments from the Crop Walk, as well as, a presentation of how/what Crop Walk is. This will be 
held at Murphy Park. This will also include an opportunity to experience eating a hunger meal, which is 
what the refugees eat. 
 
Women's Fellowship: 
The ladies will be discussing the upcoming Thrift/Bake Sale and Basket Sale at the next meeting. The 
committee is looking for workers and/or helpers for set up of the sale, which will be September 20, 21 
and 23 from 10-3 pm. The sale dates are Friday, September 24, 8-1 pm and Saturday, September 25,      
8-12 pm. The committee still has money set aside for the painting that needs to be done in the church. 
Pastor mentioned that new LED lights were placed in the hallways and she thought the walls looked   
fine. We may just possibly purchase more lights for the other areas, then the money could be used      
towards purchasing more lights. This will be looked into further. 
 
Pastor's Report: 
Volunteers are needed to learn technology for live streaming worship from Merlin. Merlin is willing to 
do a training session for all who are interested. Faith Welbes has agreed to be trained on this but we 
could use one or two more people, as well. We continue to reevaluate what activities are taking place 
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and how we will consider moving forward in a responsible manner for in person gatherings. The Bible 
Study group that meets via Zoom on Tuesdays is currently on break for the summer. They plan to resume 
those studies mid-September beginning with Beatitudes for the Progressive Christian followed by The 
Birth of Jesus for the Progressive Christian. Pastor has received input on day, time and subject for in per-
son bible study to begin in the fall, which will be Mondays @ 1:30 pm using the same study book as the 
online group. 
The Joint Annual Meeting (JAM) of the Iowa, SD and NE Conferences was held on June 25 and 26. The 
Conference has now posted access to those recorded sessions for those who registered. She is still  waiting 
for feedback as to if those sessions may be viewed and shared with others. Kiki King served as a youth 
delegate for the Iowa Conference to General Synod of the UCC from July 11-18 via Zoom. Pastor Karen 
will be contacting her to see how she would like to share that experience and information with the        
congregation. The Pastor Congregation Relations Committee met on June 15 at 1:45 pm. They  set up 
three more meetings in July at 1:00 pm on the 13, 20 and 27 via Zoom to discuss the book, “A Sure    
Foundation”, which is a proactive way to be the church to prevent issues before they arise. Each week they 
will discuss two topics—July 13:  Ethical Codes and Pastor Relations Committees; July 20: Assessment  
of Ministry and Social Media Guidelines and July 27:  Sabbatical Leave and Ethical Departure Guidelines. 
The meeting on July 13 was canceled due to Lori's funeral and decided to do the first three topics on July 
20 and the last three topics on July 27.  Crop Walk update:  as of June 24,   Summit was able to raise $756 
and the entire CROP monies turned in so far is $15,001.18. Because we did so well with this walk, the 
committee decided to have a celebration and educational outdoor activity on the first Saturday in October 
to help preserve that date and to give people a better understanding both of the work that CROP Walk does 
and what are some of the conditions people endure and allow those entities and individuals who usually 
support CROP to contribute at this event in October. Any additional money donated at that event will be 
added to our current total for the year. 
Pastor Karen will be taking vacation from August 10-August 16. Morgan Frazer will be filling the pulpit 
that day. Pastor is checking on coverage for pastoral care needs. We have had some volunteers to help with 
vacuuming and general cleaning but we could use more volunteers to help with the upkeep of the buildings 
and grounds. Pastor will be resuming in person home visits with communion for those who are home 
bound and would like communion brought to them. On July 30, 2021, Pastor has a funeral service at    
Hoffmann, Schneider & Kitchen Funeral Home for Jeanne Marshall and on July 31, 2021, she has a      
Memorial Service scheduled for a non-member at Eagle Point Park for Donna Smith. The pastor for both 
these people from Sherill UMC is on vacation. Pastor Karen had an El Assoc. Advisory Council Meeting 
on July 20 @ 2 pm via Zoom. She also had a Periodic Support Consultation with the Committee on      
Ministry on July 20 @ 11 am via Zoom. This is required every three years. El Assoc. has resumed their 
monthly clergy luncheons on the fourth Tuesday of the month in person so she will be  attending the 
luncheon held at First Cong. In Dubuque on July 27. 
 

Old Business: 
The drinking fountain is still shut off until further notice. The church is still looking for more volunteers to 
do tasks—there is a sign up sheet in the narthex if you are interested. Pastor shared the following           
behavioral covenant: 
Eric Law's Respectful Communications Guidelines 
RESPECT 
R-take Responsibility for what you say and feel without blaming others 
E-use Empathetic listening 
S-be Sensitive to differences in communication/cultural styles 
P-Ponder what you hear and feel before you speak 
E-Examine your own assumptions and perceptions 
C-keep Confidentiality 
T-Tolerate ambiguity because we are not here to debate. There are no “winners' or “losers”. 
This will be shared throughout the church. There was a general consensus among church council to use/
share this at Summit. It will be presented as a recommendation at the October meeting. 
 

New Business: 
Sparks articles are due this Friday, July 30. Next meeting—Monday, August 23 at 4 pm via Zoom. Pat   
motioned to adjourn the meeting, Judy T. seconded and the motion carried.  
 
Respectfully submitted, Flora Brown, Clerk 
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CROP Walk ongoing Update 
Summit raised $756 toward the total of $15,001.18  

For the Dubuque Area CROP Walk. 
Because we did so well with this walk the committee decided to have a celebration and educational outdoor activity 

on the first Saturday in October to help preserve that date and to give people a better understanding both of the 
work that CROP Walk does and what are some of the conditions people endure.  It will also allow those entities and 

individuals who usually support CROP but weren’t able to in May to contribute at this event in October.  Any       
additional money donated at that event will be added to our current total for the year. 

Bible Studies to Resume Week of September 26th both On-line and In-person 

The In-person Study group will meet on Mondays at 1:30  

and the On-line day and time is yet to be determined. 

Both groups will be studying Beatitudes for the Progressive Christian.   

I will be placing the order for those books on August 9th.  If you are interested in being a part of this 

study or would like to study this book on your own please notify Pastor Karen by August 8th.   

The cost of the book is $12.00 if you would like to contribute toward the cost of the book you may. 

However we do not want cost to prohibit anyone from participating in this study  

and there are funds in the Christian Education budget to help provide for these materials. 
 


