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Sweet Inspirations … 
 

For those of you who attend worship in person, you will have noticed that the items hanging on 
the pully wires have been changed from tongues of fire to puzzle pieces.  For those of you who like to 
put together jigsaw puzzles you know that every piece is an important part of that bigger picture.  When 
a piece is missing, the picture is not complete.  We all know how frustrating it can be to put a puzzle  
together and find out one or more pieces is/are missing. The same is true for our lives.  Those puzzle 
pieces hanging overhead remind us that each of us is an important part of a much larger picture.  Our 
lives matter and are important.  When we work and use our gifts together, it is like we are choosing to 
put our important piece of the larger picture of life into the puzzle. When we do this, with the help of 
God, we create a beautiful complete (or at least more complete) picture in our churches, in our          
communities, in the nation, and in the world.   

I encourage each of us to choose to live in covenant and consider how God is asking us to be that 
important piece of the larger picture as individuals and as a church. When we live in covenantal           
relationship, we are not forced to be a part of the bigger picture, we make a conscious choice to be a part 
of a bigger picture and use our God given gifts of resources and abilities to help make that picture     
complete.  When we choose not to use our gifts and resources, we become those missing pieces in the 
big picture.  More than just our resources and abilities the prophet Joel proclaims : 

“I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 
 your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions.  

Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days.” 
(Joel 2:28-29) 

so we need for all to share your dreams and visions so that we might discern where God is leading us. 
The United Church of Christ also holds very dear the importance of covenantal relationships in 

the Body of Christ.  Though each congregation is its own governing unit, it is a part of a larger picture 
where we are bound to other churches, associations, conferences, synods, nationally and worldwide by a 
covenantal relationship.  They also recognize the importance of living in covenant with other entities 
throughout the world as an important piece of the whole picture God created and is still creating. In 
Dubuque alone there are three UCC churches.  In recognizing that each church entity is an important part 
of a much larger picture, Summit Church Council has invited the leadership of the other two UCC 
churches to be in conversation and explore how we might better live out this covenantal relationship.  By 
gathering together as people of God and opening lines of communication we desire to hear our Still-
speaking God guiding us to better be the Body of Christ each as important pieces of the larger picture 
and in covenantal relationship.  Several years ago, we joined together in covenant to go on joint mission 
trips to Biloxi, Mississippi to help rebuild neighborhoods after Hurricane Katrina hit.   Some of you   
participated in those trips and many of you supported those who went.  This is just one example of how 
in the past we were an important piece of the larger picture working in covenant with the other local 
UCC churches.  As we open the lines of communication, we are both looking forward to and desiring to 
discern how God is calling us to be that important piece in the larger picture of our living in Covenant 
with God, one another and all of creation. 

 

This month I close my time of Sweet Inspirations with this prayer based on John 15. 
 

Dear God,  
You are the vine and we are the branches, apart from you we can do nothing. 

Help us to remain in you and may you and your words remain in us. 
Help us also to willingly choose to live in covenant with you, one another and all of creation. 

May we always remember and understand  
that we each are an important piece in the larger picture of the universe 

You so majestically created.   
Amen 

 

Shalom, 
Pastor Karen 
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Farewell to Marcia K. Broshous 

Daughter of Donna McKnight 
“In our end is our beginning … In our death a resurrection at the last a victory” 

Marcia’s journey on earth began on October 18, 1958 

and ended on July 10, 2022

Women’s Fellowship 
 

REPORT ON BASKET AND BAKE SALE 
There was a Gift Basket and Bake Sale in April.   

Those baskets not bought on the day of the sale were also sold,  
many of which were donated to organizations that could use them. 

TOTAL: $653.00 was raised from both the baskets and bakery items sold. 

Thanks to everyone who made this happen.  

FOOD PANTRY 
Thanks, everyone for your donations to the Food Pantry it is greatly appreciated. 
 
There are a couple items to add to our list of goodies.  
1. Do you have extra wrapped plastic silverware from take-out food and don't know what to 

do with them?  Bring them to church as the Food Pantry will take them. 
2. Empty egg cartons are also needed.  
3. Paper products are needed 
4. As always, non-perishable food items. 

 
Though the 3rd Sunday of the month is designated as Food Pantry Sunday,  

you may bring your donation any time. 
Carrie will check weekly and if there is a large amount, she will take the donations to them. 
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   August  Birthdays 
13th     Chelsea Cox 

17th     Ann Herr 
23rd     Bruce Novak 

30th     Greg Hansen 

            Shirley Traylor 

August  Anniversaries 
17th        Dick & Marty Wepking 

20th       George & Jeanine Lawver 

27th       Terry & Beth Boleyn 

               

Scheduled Committee Meetings     Please remember that ALL committee and 

council meetings are open to the congregation. 

Mondays 1:30 pm Bible Study (in person) 

Tuesday, August 9 9 am All Church Cleaning 

Thursday, August 18 10 am Summit Fellowship 
Those who get this issue via email might want to view the calendar online.   Simply go 

to www.summitucc.org and click on the calendar button.  The whole year is out there. 

Important Calendar Dates:    

Monday, August 1 1:30 pm Diaconate meeting  

Monday, August 8 5 pm Trustees Meeting  

Monday, August 22 4 pm  Council meeting  

From our Financial Secretary … Thank you for your faithful giving! 
Mid year statements are available for your information. 

Contributors:   Pastor Karen Candee, Flora Brown (clerk),  Merlin Green (editor) 
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CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
 
July 25, 2022 via Zoom 
Present:  Pastor Karen, Ann Herr, Merlin Green, Judy Prochaska, Beth Boleyn, Diane Rondeau, Carrie 
Peppmeier and Flora Brown 
Pastor Karen opened the meeting with a devotion. The minutes from the June meeting were reviewed, 
Judy motioned to accept the minutes as presented, Ann seconded and the motion carried. 
 
Trustees and B & G: 
Merlin received a quote of $200.00 for power blasting the mailbox stand. After discussion, the         
committee decided they could possibly remove the rust and repaint it themselves. The sanctuary door 
will need attention before fall. Also, after some discussion, it was determined they needed to add to the 
Building Use Contract, that the renter is responsible for trash removal. Judy will add that language and it 
will be reviewed at their next meeting. Merlin said that the “sick” tree lost a branch and we should get a 
quote for removal. The bell is working again without any expense. The fire extinguisher people came on 
July 11 to check them. The committee worked on revising the Volunteer Sign Up sheet (more detailed) 
as requested by the Church Council. Pastor shared the revised sign up sheet she had, as well and council 
decided to use that one. It was pointed out that the Bylaws for Financial Secretary indicates that money 
is to be counted every week and that it is done with another person present. This needs to be changed to 
“at least once a month”. This will need to be brought up at the October meeting. “Women's Fellowship” 
needs to be changed to “Summit Fellowship”, as well. Merlin suggested that we have our furnaces 
checked in August or September, so if there are any problems with any of them, they will be ready to go 
when needed. 
 
Diaconate: 
The committee discussed checking with Ernie about getting the choir together this fall. There has been 
four people that responded to the letters that were sent out to inactive members. The committee is going 
to wait and move forward in August with maybe another letter. The committee had some discussion 
about Campfire Worship—it went very well. They also discussed Pastor's upcoming vacation. 
 
Christian Ed.: 
The in person Bible study is meeting on Mondays at 1:30 pm. They are studying the Gospel of Luke. 
 
O/M/E: 
Nothing to report. 
 
Summit Fellowship: 
Nothing to report. 
 
Pastor's Report: 
The Bible study group that meets via Zoom on Tuesdays is taking a break over the summer and will  
resume studies in the fall. Donna McKnight's daughter Marcia died on July 10, 2022. Pastor attended 
her visitation held in Galena on July 15, 2022. The El Assoc. Advisory Council Meeting met on June 21. 
They are beginning to make plans for the fall meeting which will be held at Faith UCC in Davenport 
using a hybrid format for those who wish to attend virtually. 
Diaconate has composed a letter to send to the inactive members and went over the membership list to 
determine who will receive one according to our Constitution and Bylaws and any extenuating           
circumstances. Those letters have been sent out and so far, letters from four of those families/individuals 
have responded to those letters. 
There was a total of 15 adults and 3 youth who attended the Campfire Worship Service and Potluck on 
July 13. Of those, 5 adults and 3 youth who attended were guests of members or our regular attendees. 
Though none stayed for the activities following the service, all expressed appreciation for the part of the 
evening they did participate in and some took activities home with them to do. On the Sunday             
following, others picked up some of the activities to take home to do or share with grandchildren. Pastor 
Karen has a non-member wedding on November 11, 2022 for Erin Egan and Tim Sprengelmeyer to be 
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held at the Grand River Center. Hours associated with that wedding will be recorded under “Outreach and 
Activities not included in my hours worked”. 
She also opened and closed the church for C. J. Adams Family Birthday Celebration and Potluck on      
Saturday, June 25, as well as, attended a portion of the gathering. Looking ahead to fall, we might want to 
start looking at plans for the 25th anniversary celebration of being in this location, as far as when and what 
that celebration will include. We also need to take a look at programming for the fall and church           
leadership for the upcoming year and imagine how God is calling us to be the church in this place, in this 
day and being relevant in today's culture. How might we dream God's dream and then carry it out? Also, 
looking ahead, Pastor will be taking vacation from October 27-November 9. She will have the All Saint's 
Day service for October 30 ready to go before she leaves and it will be a Lay lead service. The following 
Sunday, Morgan Frazer is already lined up to fill in as pulpit supply. We will be moving the Sacrament of 
Holy Communion to the second Sunday in November. 
 
Old Business: 
Council discussed preparations for the 25th Anniversary Celebration. We are thinking of possibly holding 
it in January(which is the actual month of the anniversary). This will be discussed more at the next      
meeting. Council also discussed the meeting tomorrow with First Congregational Church and Immanuel 
Church. This will be an informal meeting, with an honest and open forum. Any information that is shared 
should be in the strictest of confidence. Judy will pick up some cookies; there will be coffee and water  
offered. The intentions of this meeting is to share hopes and visions for our church and if there are any  
other interests in mission trips. Also, if there are any concerns or topics that anyone would like to discuss. 
 
New Business: 
Sparks articles are due this Friday, July 29. Next meeting—Monday, August 22 at 4 pm via Zoom. Judy 
motioned to adjourn the meeting, Carrie seconded and the motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Flora Brown, Clerk 
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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS HIGHLIGHT OF THE MONTH MODERATOR & CLERK 
Constitution - ARTICLE 4 -- Officers and Their Duties –  

 
Moderator:   
 
The Moderator shall serve a three-year term and may not serve more than two consecutive terms.   The 
Moderator shall be a member in good standing of the church and be nominated by the Church Council or 
from the floor and elected by a majority vote of the membership at the fall business meeting. 
 
Any weather-related cancellations will be determined by the pastor and the moderator or chair of Diaconate.   
 
Clerk:  
 
The Clerk shall be a member in good standing of the church and be nominated by the Church Council or 
from the floor and elected by a majority vote of the membership at the fall business meeting.  The Clerk 
shall serve a one-year term and may be re-elected without restriction. 
 
By-laws - Article 1 - Responsibilities 
Moderator: 
 
The Moderator shall: 

 Preside at the Church Council meeting, setting the agenda and gathering information from all standing 
boards and committees. 

 Know how to use appropriate decision-making process, enacting consensus and consensus building pro-
cesses or using Roberts Rules of Order. 

 Call meetings monthly and send reminders to members of upcoming meetings. 

 Understand the purpose of the meeting.  Help the board or committee set achievable goals in keeping 
with its purpose. 

 Delegate tasks; other board members are there to work together and to take on specific delegated tasks. 

 Check with board members between meetings to ensure assigned tasks are being done. 

 Provide budget requests and accounting for expenditures for Council related activities. 

 Preside over congregational meetings. 

 Direct communications to pastor and staff. 

 Moderate and reconcile any disputes and coordinate the non-conflicting activities of the church. 

 Be an Ambassador, representing Summit Congregational Church to the community at large. 

 Be an ex-officio member without vote of the Pastoral Search committee. 
 
Clerk: 
 
The Clerk shall: 
 · Record minutes of all Church Council, Business, stated or called congregational meetings. 
 · Record the dates and manner of reception and removal of members; maintain records and                  

documentation of baptisms, confirmation, weddings and funerals. 
 · Maintain a record of all elected members serving on standing boards and committees or as church    

officials stated herein, and their status of tenure.  Provide the nominating committee a list of positions to 
fill expiring terms of standing boards and committees and church officials two months prior to the fall       
business meeting and list those members not eligible for re-election.  

 


