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Contributors: Rev. Karen Candee,  Flora Brown (clerk),   Merlin Green (editor). 

Sweet Inspirations … 
 

It is hard to believe, but here we are again at the beginning of Advent a season of waiting and of new 
beginning.  We remember the first coming of Christ into the world as we await the second coming, yet it is 
so much more than that.  According to Dictionaries.com, the word advent literally means “a coming into 
place, view, or being; arrival:” Synonyms for the word advent are onset, beginning, commencement, start. 

I am particularly drawn to the word commencement in these synonyms because it reminds me of 
graduations; a time of ending one chapter of our lives and entering into a new chapter of our lives.  Though 
there is no doubt some anxiety of what lies ahead, there is also much excitement about what is to come.  
Life is a series of endings and new beginnings; some are welcome while others are not. Yet, that is the      
reality of life; welcome or not, life is ever changing. 

This Advent Season, I invite you to take a look back at your life and reflect upon all the advents in 
your life, both welcome and unwelcome.  As you look back, can you see, hear, and/or feel the presence of 
God through it all.  I know there are times throughout my life when I failed to notice God, in both good 
times and bad, yet when I take time to look back on my life, God’s presence and guidance becomes much 
clearer.  This gives me hope and trust that God will be there to guide, challenge, encourage and uphold me 
through all the advents of life.  I believe the same is true for the church, our nation, and for the world.  Even 
in the darkness, life goes on and new beginnings arise.  Sometimes it takes the darkness for us to bring into 
focus what really matters most in life and for a new and better life to rise up.  Often it is in times of struggle 
when human bods are strengthened. 

This year our mission outreach for the season of Advent will be twofold.  Both ministries are hosted 
out of St. John’s Lutheran Church. Those two ministries are Homeless Fathers with Children and Open 
Closet Ministry.  You will see the wish list for needed items for those ministries further back in the       
newsletter. Items can be placed under the tree on Sunday mornings throughout all of Advent and up to and 
including Epiphany Sunday.  We will then make sure all items donated are given to those ministries to be 
distributed as needed.  Items may also be dropped off during the week, especially on Monday’s when I am 
there most of the day.  If you plan on dropping of an item during the week, please call to make sure someone 
is at church for you to be able to drop off your gift.  During the first two Sundays of Advent, we will have 
guest speakers from those ministries share a mission moment about the how they serve God and those in 
need through those ministries.  Each week we will share how the light of hope, peace, joy and love           
respectively are present in those ministries. By supporting those ministries, we get to be a part of sharing 
God’s Hope, Peace, Joy and Love to those in need. 

Lastly, the Advent Devotionals are in at church so you may pick one up.  The theme for this year is 
“What Is Left of the Night?”  If you are unable to get out and about and would like one, please give me a 
call or notify a friend from church and we can make sure to bring one to you.  I am inspired by this theme of 
new possibilities and hope that begin blossoming in times of darkness and struggle. It is a good reminder 
that dark times do not mean the absence of God.  No matter what you are experiencing, this Advent, may 
God’s Hope, Peace, Joy and Love burst forth in your life. 

 
O holy Child of Bethlehem, in the darkness and the light, descend to us, we pray. 

Cast out our sin and enter in; be reborn to us today 
O come to us, abide with us Our Lord, Emmanuel! 

 
God Bless! 

Pastor Karen 
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December Birthdays 
 5th     Everett Jones 
 8th     Jessica Deutsch 

9th      Ruth Blosch 

14th    Weston Weiss 
15th    Ernie Schmitt 

29th    Carrie Peppmeier 
31st     Milana King 

            Tom Welbes 
  
December Anniversaries 
28th   Rev. Karen & Neil Candee 

 Scheduled Committee Meetings     ALL committee and council meetings are open to the 

congregation. 

 

Thursday, Dec 8 10 am Trustees meeting 

Monday, Dec. 12 4 pm Diaconate Meeting 

Monday, Dec 19 4 PM Church Council 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES    November  21, 2022 via Zoom 
 

Present:  Pastor Karen, Beth Boleyn, Pat Kreimeyer, Diane Rondeau, Judy Prochaska, Carrie Peppmeier, 
Merlin Green and Flora Brown 
Pastor opened the meeting with a devotion and a prayer. The minutes from the October meeting were 
reviewed, Merlin motioned to accept the minutes as presented, Judy seconded and the motion carried. 
 

Trustees + B & G:  The committee had some discussion about some older  tr ees on the church 
property. Merlin stated that he has contact information for a person that harvests the trees when they are 
at that point. This is something that can be looked into further later on. Merlin will be reimbursed an  
additional $28.60(the remaining unused funds received from the grant from the Association) for         
expenses not previously submitted that was incurred with the new camera. A letter was received from 
Century Link indicating as of January 1, 2023, we will be charged $1.00 per month if we want to      
continue to receive paper statements. After   discussion, it was decided to continue to receive paper 
statements. In regards to the sanctuary door—it is a steel door that is rusting—it can be taken to a body 
shop and have them weld it. Everett has patched it for now. The copier has been working fine since the 
new part was installed. 
 

Diaconate:  We welcomed two new members into the church on November  20. The Chr istmas   
décor was also put up that day followed by a potluck. Advent begins this coming Sunday, in which the 
lighting of the Advent Candles begins. The Christmas focus for this year will be Almost Home and the 
Open Closet. Speakers from both of those organizations will be coming to speak the first two Sundays of 
December. A list of needs for both places can be found here in the Sparks. The Christmas Eve service 
will be a candlelight service at 5 pm. 
 

Christian Ed.:  The in per son Bible study group continues to meet on Mondays at 1:30 pm. They 
are studying the    Gospel of Luke. Several people are interested in starting a new book after the first of 
the year. Pastor will order some books. 
 

O/M/E:  The Pastor ' s Discretionary Fund was given $200. Pastor  stated that due to increased 
need, she may possibly need more before Christmas. 
 

Summit Fellowship:  The committee has not met. 
 

Pastor's Report: 

Tuesday, December 13 9 am All Church Cleaning 

Saturday, Dec 24 5 pm Christmas Eve Service 

Important Calendar Dates 
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Pastor Karen would like to keep thoughts in front of us to consider a monthly Campfire Devotions,  
starting next year. With the days getting shorter and camping season ending we might want to consider 
moving future events to Saturday a little earlier in the day. 
Pastor officiated a non-member wedding on November 11, 2022 for Erin Egan and Tim Sprengelmeyer, 
which was held at the Grand River Center. Hours associated with that wedding are recorded under, 
“Outreach and Activities not included in my hours worked.” She was touched by the number of people 
who came up to her and told her how meaningful that ceremony was not only for the couple, but how it 
made them think about their own lives and relationships, as well. She thanks God for the many different 
occasions and situations that God uses to call people back to God and to what is important in life.    
Looking ahead, we need to finish plans for 25+1 year anniversary of being in this location, as far as 
when and what that celebration will include. Here is the schedule for that day—January 14, 2023      
Celebrating Summit's 25+1 Years of Doing Ministry From This Location:  10:30—Special Worship  
Service, 11:30—Potluck and Activities, 1:30—Music Men Concert. We need to choose an organization 
or cause for donations that might be collected that day. We also have much work to do in getting out 
invitations, planning the food and what the special service will look like. 
We continue to need to take a look at programming and church leadership for the upcoming year and 
imagine how God is calling us to be the church in this place, in this day, being relevant in today's       
culture. How might we dream God's dream and then carry it out? Pastor Karen took vacation from     
October 27 through November 9. She had a great time with family and saw some parts of the country 
she had never been to before. Driving through some of the southern states proved to be quite beautiful as 
they were a little behind where we were in the leaves changing their colors. With all the traveling and 
activities, she can't say it was all restful. But it was very enjoyable and good for her soul to experience 
some new things and celebrate the gift of love and life. Before leaving for her vacation, she had the All 
Saint's Day service for October 30 ready to go and it was a Lay-led service. The following Sunday,  
Morgan Frazer filled in as pulpit supply. She prepared the PowerPoint and Reflection letters for both of 
those weeks to send out before she left on vacation. We moved the Sacrament of Holy Communion to 
the second Sunday in November, which was a great way to welcome in our two newest members. Rev. 
Emily Blue was on call for any Pastoral Care Emergencies. Steve Bruse checked the phone messages. 
There were no emergencies to which Rev. Blue needed to respond. 
On November 16 she planned and led the Celebration of Remembrance Service for the Residents and 
Staff of Sunnycrest Manor. Those hours are included in her hours worked under Outreach. On Thursday, 
November 17 she had a walk in Pastoral Care Session with a non-member while she was here at the   
office. She also had an Iowa Board of Director's meeting on November 17. The BOD Meeting will be 
recorded under “outreach and activities not included in my hours worked.” She has an El Advisory 
Council Meeting on December 8 via Zoom at 6:15 pm. Other than the Reflection letters, she did not 
send out any other Pastoral Communications this month but did make and receive phone calls. On     
November 20 we welcomed into our church family, Joanne VanNatta and Dee Kennedy during our  
Sunday morning worship service followed by a welcome gathering in Fellowship Hall. Pastor also  
printed out and completed the membership certificates for each of them. Between those present in     
person and those on Zoom (with a couple of phone calls), we were able to have our Congregational 
Meeting that day, as well. Though we still have several vacancies on the ballot, we also were able to fill 
some of those vacancies. Two of those vacancies were filled by our two newest members. Pastor also 
ordered and printed out the Advent Devotionals (the booklets were sold out already). 
 
Old Business: 
Just a friendly reminder to fill out the cleaning lists if you do a job that is listed. Council had some     
discussion about the Anniversary Celebration—A subcommittee has been formed—Pat, Judy, Beth and 
Merlin will help set this all up. This subcommittee will be meeting next Monday (the 28th) at 10:15 am. 
An invitation will be posted in the November and December Sparks. The Conference Minister,          
Associate Conference Minister and past pastors will be among those who are invited. The Congregation-
al Meeting went well. Joanne VanNatta will be joining O/M/E and Dee Kennedy on Diaconate.  The 
general consensus from meeting with the Associate Conference Minister last month was to keep doing 
what we are doing—working on our goals. 
Church Council then discussed changes that need to be made to the Constitution and Bylaws. The       
following changes will be presented: 
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In the Constitution: 
Line 84 in Termination—two years was changed to one year. 
Line 162 –Trustees and B & G Committee will be changed to just Trustees. 
Line 165 in Church Council--It was stated that Women's and Men's Fellowship will be changed to   
Summit Fellowship. 
Line 197 and 199—change to Summit Fellowship. 
Lines 202-203—will strike the words (and may serve no more than 3 consecutive terms. Members may 
be re-elected following one year of ineligibility) 
Line 205—211 Men's Fellowship Group will be omitted. 
Line 240—Quorum--the number of members to set quorum for meetings has been changed from 20 to 
15 members. 
 

In the ByLaws: 
Line 39—weekly will be changed to at least monthly. 
After Line 64—will add a line stating Between Annual Meetings shall have the authority to fill any open 
position listed in the Constitution and Bylaws. 
Line 133—omit weekly. 
Line 188—change to Summit Fellowship. 
Line 201—Omit following one year of ineligibility. 
Pastor Karen will update these changes and they will be presented at the Annual Meeting for approval. 
 

New Business: 
Next meeting—Monday, December 19 at 4 pm via Zoom. Sparks articles are due this Friday, November 
25. Carrie motioned to adjourn the meeting, Judy seconded and the motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  Flora Brown, Clerk 

Keeping Christ in Christmas as we live in the Advent of Christ’s Second Coming. 
 

SUNDAY Nov. 27, 2022– 1st Sunday in Advent 
Lighting the Candle of Hope 
Worship Service   at  10:00  a.m.                           
Special Guest Speaker for Mission Moment on “Homeless Fathers with Children” Ministry 
 

SUNDAY DEC. 4, 2022 – 2nd Sunday in Advent 
Lighting the Candle of Peace 
Worship Service with Holy Communion  10:00 a.m. 
Special Guest Speaker for Mission Moment on “Open Closet” Ministry 
 

SUNDAY DEC. 11, 2022 – 3rd Sunday in Advent 
Lighting the Candle of Joy 
Worship Service at 10:00 a.m. 
 

SUNDAY DEC. 18, 2022 – 4th Sunday in Advent 
Lighting the Candle of Love 
Worship at 10:00 a.m. 
 

SATURDAY DEC. 24, 2022 – Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship at 5:00 PM 
through Lessons and Carols 
Relighting the Candles of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love, Lighting the Christ Candle and then passing that light to all who 
will receive thus symbolically experiencing how Christ’s light of hope, peace, joy and love shines in the darkness and 
grows brighter as more hearts are open to receiving that light and passing it on to others. 
 

SUNDAY DEC. 25, 2022 
Worship Service at 10:00 a.m. Celebrating Christ’s Birth and what it still means for us today! 
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Readers for Lighting the Advent Wreath 

Individuals or Families are welcome to sign-up 

 

Sunday November 27th__________________________________________ 
 

Sunday December 4th____________________________________________ 
 

Sunday December 11th___________________________________________ 
 

Sunday December 11th___________________________________________ 
 

Christmas Eve_________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

Readers for Christmas Eve 

 
Prophets Foretell the Coming of the Savior – Isaiah 2:2-4; 9:2, 6-7_______________________ 
 
The Peace Christ Will Bring is Foreshown – Isaiah 11:1-3a; 4a; 6-9______________________ 
 
Angel Gabriel Comes to Mary – Luke 26-35, 38  ___________________________________ 
 
Birth of Jesus – Luke 2:1-7  _________________________________________________ 
 
Angels’ Announcement to the Shepherds – Luke 2:8-14  ______________________________ 
 
Shepherds Go the Bethlehem – Luke 2:15-20  _____________________________________ 
 
Wisemen are Led by a Star – Matthew 2:1-12  ____________________________________ 
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Wish List Advent 2022 for  

"Homeless Fathers with Children" and Open Closet Ministry 

 

X-Large Men’s Knit Boxer Briefs 

Large Thermal Underwear (Men’s) 

Boy’s pajamas 

Girl’s pajamas 

Women high-cut panties 

size 5, size 9, size 10 

Socks of all sizes 

for men, women and children 

Boy’s jeans – elementary school age 

Men’s jeans 

Children’s sweat pants and sweat 
shirts of various sizes 

Children’s sport shoes of various sizes 

  
Pull-ups for children up to 90 lbs 

Diapers 

  
Family Board games up to age 12 

Basketball 

Soccer ball 

Bean bag/Corn Hole game 

  

  
  

Hair products for Black residents 

Women’s razors 

Women’s shaving cream 

Women’s deodorant 

  

(5) 2023 calendars 

Tall Kitchen garbage bags 

Garbage Tags 

Pillows (no feathers) 

Dryer Sheets 

Twin size waterproof mattress pads 

Kleenex 

Dish Soap--Dawn 

Paper towels 

Bath towels 

Washcloths 

Kitchen towels 

Dish cloths 

Potholders 

  
Bus Passes 

Coffee 

Hot Chocolate (Swiss Miss packets) 

Microwave popcorn 

for family movie nights 

Cases of water 
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SAVE THE DATE 
JANUARY 14, 2023 

CELEBRATING SUMMIT’S 25 +1 YEARS  
OF DOING MINISTRY FROM THIS LOCATION 

 
10:30 – SPECIAL WORSHIP SERVICE 
11:30 – POTLUCK AND ACTIVITIES 

1:30 – MUSIC MEN CONCERT 

Welcome Joanne VanNatta and Dee Kennedy 
 


