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      JULY 25th WORSHIP SERVICE  
     

WORDS OF WELCOME 

 
HYMN OF INVOCATION: #11        “Bring Many Names” 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 145:10-18 (NRSV) 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

L:  All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord, and all your faithful shall bless you. 

P:  They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom, and tell of your power, 

     to make known to all people your mighty deeds, and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 

L:  Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures throughout all generations. 

     The Lord is faithful in all his words, and gracious in all his deeds.  

P:  The Lord upholds all who are falling, and raises up all who are bowed down. 

      The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due season. 

L:  You open your hand, satisfying the desire of every living thing. 

P:  The Lord is just in all his ways, and kind in all his doings. 

     The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth. 

L:  Let us call on our Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer in truth! 

 

HYMN OF INVOCATION: #295 v.v. 1 - 3  “Come Now Almighty God” (Public Domain) 

Verse 1  
Come now, almighty God, help us your name to laud; 
Our Songs we raise; Ruler, all glorious, o'er all victorious, 
come, and reign over us, Ancient of Days. 
 

Verse 2  
Come now, incarnate Word, by heaven and earth adored;  
Our prayer attend: Come and your people bless, and give your word success, 
Grant us your holiness, Savior and Friend. 
 

Verse 3  
Come, Holy Comforter, your sacred witness bear in this glad hour.  
Your grace to us impart, now rule in every heart,  
never from us depart, Spirit of power! 
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH: #885  

                                    “United Church of Christ Statement of Faith in the Form of a Doxology” 

L:  We believe in you, O God, Eternal Spirit,  
      God of our Savior Jesus Christ and our God, and to your deeds we testify: 
All:  You call the worlds into being, create persons in your own image,  
and set before each one the ways of life and death. 
You seek in holy love to save all people from aimlessness and sin. 
You judge people and nations by your righteous will  
declared through prophets and apostles. 
L:  In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen Savior,  
All:  you have come to us  and shared our common lot,  
conquering sin and death and reconciling the world to yourself. 
L:  You bestow upon us your Holy Spirit,  
All:  creating and renewing the church of Jesus Christ,  
binding in covenant faithful people of all ages, tongues, and races. 
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L:  You call us into your church  
All:  to accept the cost and joy of discipleship, to be your servants in the service of others, to 
proclaim the gospel to all the world and resist the powers of evil,  
to share in Christ's baptism and eat at his table, to join him in his passion and victory. 
L:  You promise to all who trust you  
All:  Forgiveness of sins and fullness of grace, courage in the struggle for justice and peace, 
your presence in trial and rejoicing, and eternal life in your realm which has no end. Blessing 
and honor, glory and power be unto you.  Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE:  (All Scriptures for todays service are from the NRSV) 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

2 Kings 4:42-44 - Elisha Feeds One Hundred Men 
42 A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to the man of God: twenty 
loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said, “Give it to the people and let them 
eat.” 43 But his servant said, “How can I set this before a hundred people?” So he repeated, “Give it to 
the people and let them eat, for thus says the Lord, ‘They shall eat and have some left.’” 44 He set it 
before them, they ate, and had some left, according to the word of the Lord. 
 
Ephesians 3:14-21 - Prayer for the Readers 
14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven and on 
earth takes its name. 16 I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be 
strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, 17 and that Christ may dwell in your 
hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. 18 I pray that you may have the 
power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and 
to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of 
God. 
20 Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all 
we can ask or imagine, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever 
and ever. Amen. 
John 6:1-14 - Feeding the Five Thousand 
6 After this Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. 2 A 
large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. 3 Jesus 
went up the mountain and sat down there with his disciples. 4 Now the Passover, the festival of the 
Jews, was near. 5 When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, 
“Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?” 6 He said this to test him, for he himself knew 
what he was going to do. 7 Philip answered him, “Six months’ wages would not buy enough bread for 
each of them to get a little.” 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to 
him, 9 “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so 
many people?” 10 Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a great deal of grass in the 
place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all. 11 Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had 
given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they 
wanted. 12 When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up the fragments left over, so that 
nothing may be lost.” 13 So they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, 
left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. 14 When the people saw the sign that he had 
done, they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.” 
 
A TIME OF REFLECTION:    

➢ God is able to do much more than we ask or think  

through His power working in us.  
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➢ In 2 feeding stories clearly shown God is able to do much more than we think while using the offerings 

brought before God 

➢ Last week we spoke of how God was breaking barriers in order to create one humanity 

➢ Winston Churchill – “The optimist sees opportunity in every difficulty” 

➢ This week the world is being brought together through the Olympics.   

o Yes we face problems throughout the world which was acknowledged and there were even 

prayers for those who suffer while lifting up and celebrating this opportunity to come together as 

one humanity. 

o Used 1824 drones coming together to create a lighted image of the world in the sky above the 

stadium to visually celebrate the coming together of one humanity. 

➢ Author of Ephesians was in awe of what God was able to do in breaking down barriers to bring about 

unity, not uniformity in order to create one humanity.  Even with all the worlds problems we catch 

glimpses of how God continues to be at work to bring about the realm of heaven here on earth. 

➢ It was this spirit of what God is able to do that led the author of Ephesians to drop to his knee in 

submission to God and pray the prayer we heard today which  

o identifies God as parent of all humanity 

o seeks God’s indwelling in heart and mind of believers 

o allowing them to experience the power, love and fullness of God. 

➢ Scott Shauf - while today it is usually assumed that Christ lives in Christians’ hearts from the moment of 

conversion, Paul here makes it a matter of prayer that Christ should do so — we should earnestly desire 

it, but perhaps we should not assume it so easily! 

➢ How often do we find we take others for granted?   

o Fail to appreciate their presence and what they have to offer and what we have to offer to them. 

➢ I believe we do the same with God.  Prayer draws us into an awareness of that presence and relationship 

with God 

➢ World much better place if we each allowed God to dwell with in us and were empowered to live by and 

be guided by the depth of that love and fullness of God 

➢ I know we believe in the power of prayer and so I am going to ask all of you to join me in praying for 

the world a prayer based on our scripture reading from Ephesians.   I have made prayer cards so we may 

continue to pray this prayer for the world daily for God is able to do much more than we ask or think 

through His power working in us.  

  

We bow and pray to you Creator God.  It is from you that every family in heaven and on earth has its name. 

We pray, according to the riches of your glory, you may grant that all may be strengthened in one’s inner 

being with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may dwell in all hearts through faith, so all may be 

rooted and grounded in love.  We pray that all will be able to understand how wide and how long and how 

high and how deep God’s love is.  As shown to us through Christ, your love, O God, goes beyond anything we 

can understand. By the power of your Holy Spirit, we pray that all will be filled with the fullness of God for 

you, O God, are able to do much more than we ask or think through your power working in us.  May we see 

God’s shining-greatness in the church and beyond. To you, O God, Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer be 

honor and glory to all generations, forever and ever. Let it be so. 

 

HYMN OF PRAYER: #506 v.v. 1 - 2  “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”  (Public Domain) 

 
Verse 1  
What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear!  
What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer!  
O what peace we often forfeit, O what needless pain we bear,  
all because we do not carry everything to God in prayer.  
 



4 
 

Verse 2  
Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere?  
We should never be discouraged; take it to our God in prayer.  
Can we find a friend so faithful who will all our sorrows share?  
Jesus knows our every weakness; take it to our God in prayer.  
 

A TIME OF PRAYER: –  LIFTING UP PRAYER REQUESTS –  THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

 

INVITATION TO OFFERING   

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION:    

L:  God of all wonders, who enabled Jesus and Elisha to feed the multitudes,  

All:  bless these gifts and use them to fill empty stomachs and empty hearts. 

May our offerings be multiplied to abundantly nourish all the people. 
from “Food for All”: Service Prayers for the Ninth Sunday after Pentecost written by the Rev. Kristina Lizardy-Hajbi, Iliff School of Theology, 
Denver, CO..  Copyright 2021 Justice and Local Church Ministries, Faith INFO Ministry Team, United Church of Christ, 700 Prospect Avenue, 
Cleveland, OH  44115-1100.  Permission granted to reproduce or adapt this material for use in services of worship or church education.  All publishing 
rights reserved.   

 
SUMM-IT UP: 

 

SENDING HYMN: #82   “Go My Children with My Blessing”  
 

CHARGE & BENEDICTION 

 

Let God’s Spirit fill you and bubble out of you! 

       


