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Sweet Inspirations … 
 

I want to begin by saying thank you for my vacation time in May.  It began with a visit from my 
brother, his wife and son from Texas who we were supposed to visit last year until Covid hit and then the 
resurgence hit when we were planning to visit later in the year.  It was great to be able to catch up in-person.  
At the end of the week, we had a visit from Neil’s brother’s family from Waterloo who were in town for a 
soccer tournament.  I didn’t get to see the soccer game as I was busy with the CROP Walk, but they did stop 
over between games and I was able connect with them and Jemma got a chance to play with her cousins. 

In-between those times we took our boat out for the first time this year and I was able for the first 
time participate in the Festival of Homiletics.  Though I didn’t attend all the sessions this week, I will be 
able to access them anytime I want after June first when the have them all on-line.  I am looking forward to 
watching the sessions I missed and re-watching a couple of the seminars which I found to be extra inspiring.  
Not only were there seminars, but there were times of worship and at the end of the day an on-line social 
gathering of beer and Hymns with a Bluegrass band playing many of the traditional hymns.  Neil even sat 
with me in the Livingroom when the Bluegrass band was playing. 

I also want to thank all of you who sent well wishes for my Birthday.  I thoroughly enjoyed my 
birthday.  It was one of the few days with sunshine and pleasant temperatures. 

As you will notice in the Church Council minutes, we continue to adjust our Covid protocols for 
gathering in accordance to the numbers, City of Dubuque regulations and CDC guidelines.  Masks are no 
longer required but are encouraged for those who are not fully vaccinated.  This Summer we are planning an 
outdoor worship Service in the church parking lot on Sunday June 27th at 10:00.  We are also encouraging 
people to bring a sack lunch so that we can safely have lunch together following worship.  Hopefully the 
weather will cooperate for this event.  The theme of this worship service will be A Celebration of God’s 
Creation.  We plan to do another outdoor service at the end of the summer as well.  I know people continue 
to be a different comfort levels about gathering so let us be respectful of each other as we continue to move 
forward into the future. 

For those of you who are longtime members you may remember Dennis Niday.  Dennis passed away 
on January 18, 2021 but his wife Wilma brought him back to Dubuque for burial according to his wishes as 
he wanted to be buried by his mother.  I officiated at his graveside service at Memorial Gardens on Friday 
May 28th and the family gave a donation to Summit Church for my participation in that event.  As I         
participated in this service and heard the many stories, there was much joy in the stories of his life.  What 
was even more amazing was to see how God knows our needs and provides.  When Dennis’ mother Helen 
died many family members wondered what would happen to Dennis and into his life comes Wilma.  The 
two met on the internet, had a whirlwind romance, and within 2 ½ months were joined as one for the rest of 
their lives, now living in Sioux City where Wilma lived and worked.  Dennis’ faith remained important to 
him all his life and he found a church in Sioux City in which to nourish that faith and serve God. 

I leave you this month with one of my favorite Psalms. 
 

Psalm 121 (NKJV) 
1I will lift up my eyes to the hills—from whence comes my help? 

2 My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
3 He will not allow your foot to be moved; 

He who keeps you will not slumber. 
4 Behold, He who keeps Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep. 

5 The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your shade at your right hand. 
6 The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 

7 The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; he shall preserve your soul. 
8 The Lord shall preserve your going out and your coming in from this time forth, and even forevermore. 

 
Shalom … 
Pastor Karen 
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JUNE    BIRTHDAYS: 
4th      Steffany King 

          Sarah Tayloe 
5th      Nancy Weiss 

6th     Sanders Cox 
9th      Amy Herber 

 

15th     Neil Lawver 

20th    Katie Hansen 

30th   DeEtta Mae Bode 
  

JUNE      ANNIVERSARIES: 
   21st     Dianne & Richard Grace 

Contributors: Rev. Karen Candee, Judy Trent, Shirley Hansen,  Flora Brown (clerk), Merlin Green 
(editor). 

Important Calendar Dates:    
Scheduled Committee Meetings  ALL committee and council  meetings are open to the congregation. 

 
 
Those who get this issue via email might want to view the calendar online.   Simply go to www.summitucc.org 

Monday, June 14 10:30 am Diaconate 

Monday, June 14 12:30 pm  Trustees meeting 

Monday, June 21 10 am Christian Education meeting 

Monday, June 28 4 pm  Council meeting  

Thursday, June 17 9:15 am Women’s Fellowship 

Women's Fellowship: 
Women's Fellowship is focusing on the gift basket sale. Please bring baskets and items to fill them. These 
gift baskets have been very popular so thank you one and all for generously making this possible. 
 
A reminder of our June trip to JoAnn's on Thursday June 17th, meeting at church at 9:15 a.m.. 
God bless one and all. Judy Trent  

OME- This committee is promoting Strengthen the Church beginning the second week in June.  This is 
one of our denominational funds that we at Summit support.  Checks may be made to Summit with 
Strengthen the Church written on the memo line. 
A big Thank You to the CROP  walkers and those who sponsored them.  Our congregation raised $756 for 
this worthy project.  
Bless you all. 
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CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES          May 24, 2021 via Zoom 

 

Present:  Pastor Karen, Beth Boleyn, Judy Prochaska, Judy Trent, Shirley Hansen, Pat Kreimeyer, Carrie 

Peppmeier and Flora Brown 

Pastor Karen opened the meeting with a prayer. The minutes from the April meeting were reviewed, one 

correction was made under the Pastor's Report—it should read CCLI instead of CCLU. Judy P. motioned to 

accept the minutes as corrected, Pat seconded and the motion carried. 

 

Trustees & B & G: 

The committee reviewed the Financial Statement for the month. Judy P. pointed out that there was an     

increase in Pastor's salary because of an insurance premium difference. A $54 bill was received from the 

city for the Annual Digital Sign fee. Pastor Karen also received information about what specifically can be 

done with the sign. Jaeger Plumbing came and resolved the pressure tap issue. There have been a few     

coffee drinkers before church but none after. No one has signed up for the church duties. They are getting 

an estimate to replace the lights for the cross on the bell. This will come out of the Memorial Fund. There 

was a message left from the Marshallese requesting use of our facilities—decided we need more info prior 

and then would need to discuss it with Church Council. Merlin has been dealing with litter when mowing. 

With Ellen Guler stepping down, we need to fill this position. We also need to look into doing an audit with 

the transition. The last audit was done in August of 2008. A recommendation will be made to Trustees/B & 

G for this. Any suggestions on a Financial Adviser to let the committee know. Beth will do some checking. 

The dishwasher seems to be running fine now. 

 

Diaconate: 

The committee discussed the method of how they are currently doing communion. Do we want to stay with 

this method or change it up? They decided to stay with this method for the summer. They also discussed 

preparations for Pentecost Sunday, in which Kaity Kemp filled in while Pastor was on vacation. The    

committee is working on plans for an outdoor service on June 27, possibly have people bring a sack lunch. 

 

Christian Ed.: 

The online study is currently going on. Pastor is going to check with the committee members to look into 

ideas for the youth to be involved in. 

 

O/M/E: 

The committee will be promoting Strengthen the Church during the month of June. The CROP walk was on 

May 22—numbers and more details on this are in the Pastor's Report. 

 

Women's Fellowship: 

The ladies are planning a trip for June 17. They will be going to Hiawatha to JoAnn Datisman's home. She 

will be providing lunch and possibly go sightseeing. They will be meeting at the church at 9:15 am and 

leaving at 9:30 am to be at JoAnn's at 11 am. There will not be a meeting in July. Plans for the Fall Thrift 

Sale are Friday, September 24 and Saturday, September 25 with a basket sale. Basket fillers are needed—

tissue paper, bubble wrap, etc. There will be a basket in the narthex to put the items in. 

 

Pastor's Report: 

Pastor Karen would like to get volunteers to learn technology for live streaming worship from Merlin. 

Summit has begun to open the building for in-person gatherings and worship. Each month she believes it is 

important to continue to reevaluate what activities are taking place and how we will consider moving     

forward in a responsible manner. With the lower numbers of Covid cases, more people fully vaccinated and 
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the county and city's lifting of the mask mandate, masks will no longer be mandated for in-person gatherings 

per consensus via text and phone contacts with the church council and Diaconate on May 20. We still need to 

discuss social distancing and contact tracing guidelines as related to Covid  at this time. Also, do we want to 

do Fellowship? The Bible study group that meets via Zoom on Tuesdays is studying, “Creation for the     

Progressive Christian” and then there will be a break in the on-line gatherings for the summer, when they 

complete the 5 sessions of the Creation book. They plan to resume these studies mid-September beginning 

with “Beatitudes for the Progressive Christian” followed by the “Birth of Jesus for the Progressive          

Christian”. Pastor is willing to lead an in-person Bible study whenever people feel safe to gather in-person 

and they can study what the Tuesday group is or has been studying or pick an entirely new topic or resource. 

If we choose something different there may be some members of the on-line group who may want to do both. 

Pastor participated in the on-line version of the Festival of Homiletics as part of her Continuing Education 

requirements on Wednesday and Thursday May 19 and 20 and she will watch remaining sessions when they 

become available after Memorial Day. This year's theme is “Preaching for the Future Church.”  The Joint 

Annual Meeting (JAM) of the Iowa, SD and NE Conferences will be June 25 and 26. Registration opens June 

1 and the cost is $20 through June 18 when the cost increases to $25. Diane Rondeau and Pat Kreimeyer are 

the Delegates for Summit Church. 

Pastor Karen thoroughly enjoyed her vacation from May 17-23, as she had family who came into town from 

her side at the beginning of the week and Neil's side at the end of the week. It also gave her the opportunity 

to participate in the Festival of Homiletics live webinars. She would like to schedule a Pastor Congregation 

Relations Committee Meeting sometime before the end of June. Steve Bruse will be coming on this         

committee to fill in for John Grice. 

CROP Walk took place on May 22, 2021 and was held completely outside. Summit had a total of 5        

walkers—Arrows Arcadia, Paul and Ernie Schmitt, Carol Scribner and Pastor Karen. Summit was able to 

raise $756 and the entire CROP monies turned in so far is $9,487, with at least an additional $900 known to 

be collected but not turned in yet. Pastor walked on a different day due to her helping with the operations and 

counting on the day of the walk. Thank you to all who walked, donated, prayed and/or participated in any 

way. Because of this joint effort and with the help of God the Dubuque Area CROP Hunger Walk was able 

to surpass its goal of $10,000. The church has received a communication and resources from the El Assoc. 

Committee on Ministry and would like the Pastor and church leadership to study the resources of “A Sure 

Foundation” over the summer months. We have an immediate need to fill the position of Financial Secretary, 

as Ellen has stepped down. If we can't get volunteers to clean and take care of the buildings and grounds, we 

might need to look at hiring this work done. Pastor will be resuming in-person home visits with Communion 

for those who are home bound and would like Communion brought to them. She will use tongs to distribute 

the bread. Pastor Karen has a graveside service this Friday for Dennis Niday. Also, a service for a              

non-member, Donna Smith. 

 

Old Business: 

Nothing to report. 

 

New Business: 

Mask mandate at church—people who are not fully vaccinated are encouraged to wear a mask. Social       

distancing will continue for now, people are welcomed to sit wherever you feel comfortable. Sparks articles 

are due this Friday, May 28. Next meeting—Monday, June 28 at 4 pm via Zoom. Judy P. motioned to       

adjourn the meeting, Pat seconded and the motion carried. Pastor closed the meeting with a prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Flora Brown, Clerk 
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Molly Peppmeier – is graduating from Camanche High School.  Molly was active on 
the cheerleading squad while in high school and also took college level courses in   
Psychology.  As she moves on to the next chapter of her life, she will be attending       
Indian Hills Community College where she plans to major in something in the      
medical field.  Molly will be a part of the cheerleading squad at Indian Hills.  Though 
they don’t have a scholarship program for cheerleading, it will   provide for her 
Dorm fees.  Proud parents are Dan and Lori Peppmeier and proud grandma is     
Carrie Peppmeier. 

          

“To everything there is a season, 
A time for every purpose under heaven:” 

Ecclesiastes 3:1 
 

Congratulations 
Graduates 

 

As you continue life’s journey--- 
“May God bless and keep you. 

May God’s face shine upon you 
and be gracious to you. 

May God look upon you with kindness 
and grant you God’s Peace.” 

Numbers 6:24-26 

 
CROP Walk took place May 22, 2021 and was held completely outside.  Summit 
had a total of 5 walkers – Arrows Arcadia, Paul & Ernie Schmitt, Carol Scribner 
and myself.  Summit was able to raise $756 and the entire CROP monies turned 
in so far is $9,487 with at least an additional $900 known to be collected but 
not turned in yet.  I walked on a different day due to my helping with the oper-
ations and counting on the day of the walk.  Thank you to all who walked,        
donated, prayed and/or participated in any way.  Because of this joint effort 
and with the help of God the Dubuque Area CROP Hunger Walk was able to   
surpass its goal of $10,000. 


