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Sweet Inspirations … 
 

The on-line Bible Study group has been studying wisdom both scholarly and biblical references to  
wisdom.  With all that is going on in the world today, I thought I might share with you some insights from our 
last session. 

In our studies it was pointed out that customs are not wisdom and that wisdom is more than following 
a set of rules and we were reminded that Jesus condemned the Hypocrisy of those religious leaders who      
observed the law in its strict, literal sense, but violated its spirit.  That can be found in Matthew 23:23. 

The author of this article on Wisdom of the Bible stated “True wisdom is always consistent with the 
two great wisdom themes of the Bible: reverence to God, or Creator, and respect for all persons, every-
where.”  The author goes on to say, Wisdom means always acting according to the spirit of the Ten         
Commandments and not looking for ambiguity or omission which we can use to evade their true intent.      
Wisdom means understanding the consequences of our actions and words before we act or speak.  Wisdom 
means having the knowledge and understanding to recognize the right course of action and having the will 
and courage to follow it.” 

In answering the question – Why follow wisdom’s path? – the author shares this … “The wisdom 
teachings of the Bible are much more than an arbitrarily dictated moral code; they form a prescription for 
living in peace with all people we interact with daily.” And that, Acting with Wisdom brings us in harmony 
with ourselves, giving us a sense of self-worth and inner peace.” 

James in 3:13-17 gives us this insight on the two kinds of wisdom. 
" 13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, by deeds done in 

the humility that comes from wisdom. 14 But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do 
not boast about it or deny the truth. 15 Such “wisdom” does not come down from heaven but is earthly,        
unspiritual, demonic. 16 For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil 
practice. 

17 But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate,           
submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. 

Imagine what the world would be like if we all heeded this.  We cannot control what others do, nor 
does finger pointing and blaming do any good either.  We can, however, control how we act and think and 
speak and in that choose to seek divine wisdom in all that we say and do; then act and speak accordingly as we 
seek to bring about much needed change in this world God created, guided by Divine Wisdom and not        
personal desire. 

That being said the author admits, “We often fail in our daily struggle to act with wisdom – it does not 
come easily or naturally.  Although it is easier to follow our less-than-wise impulses, the reward for acting 
with wisdom is great.  When we give it our best effort, the payoff in self-esteem and inner peace will          
compensate us many times over.” 

I want to close this article with 2 biblical quotes from scripture – the first from Proverbs which speaks 
of the blessings for those who find wisdom and the second is Paul’s prayer for the Ephesians which I pray not 
only for us but for this world in which we live and God created. 

“Blessed are those who find wisdom, those who gain understanding, 14 for she is more profitable than 
silver and yields better returns than gold.  15 She is more precious than rubies; nothing you desire can       
compare with her.  16 Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand are riches and honor.  17 Her ways are   
pleasant ways, and all her paths are peace. 18 She is a tree of life to those who take hold of her; those who 
hold her fast will be blessed.” (Proverbs 3:13-18 NIV) 

“16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your 
inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and 
established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long 
and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be 
filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 

20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his   
power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all              
generations, for ever and ever! Amen.” (Ephesians 3:16-21) 

 

Shalom – Pastor Karen 
 
All non-biblical quotes can be found at christianbiblereference.org>wisdom Wisdom of the Bible pp 5-6 
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JUNE    BIRTHDAYS: 
4th      Steffany King 

          Sarah Tayloe 
5th      Nancy Weiss 

6th     Sanders Cox 
9th      Amy Herber 

 

15th     Neil Lawver 

20th    Katie Hansen 

30th   DeEtta Mae Bode 
  

JUNE      ANNIVERSARIES: 
   21st     Dianne & Richard Grace 

Contributors: Rev. Karen Candee, Flora Brown (clerk), Merlin Green (editor). 

Important Calendar Dates:    
Scheduled Committee Meetings  ALL committee and council  meetings are open to the congregation. 

 
 
Those who get this issue via email might want to view the calendar online.   Simply go to www.summitucc.org 
and click on the calendar button.  The whole year is out there. 

Monday, June 6 4 pm Diaconate 

Monday, June 15 3 pm  Trustees meeting 

Monday, June 27 4 pm  Council meeting  

Tuesday, June 14 9 am All Church Cleanup 

FAREWELL RECEPTION FOR LILLIAN DANIEL 
 

First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, in Dubuque 
is hosting a farewell reception for Rev. Dr. Lillian Daniel. 
 

The reception will be in the Train Depot Room at the Mississippi 
River Museum from 11am to 1:30pm on Sunday, June 12. 
 

Lillian will begin her ministry as Conference Minister for the 
Michigan Conference of the United Church of Christ on July 1. 
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CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
 
May 31, 2022 via Zoom 
 
Present:  Pastor Karen, Beth Boleyn, Pat Kreimeyer, Merlin Green, Judy Prochaska, Carrie Peppmeier and 
Flora Brown 
Pastor opened the meeting with a reading and a prayer. The minutes from the April meeting were reviewed, 
Pat motioned to accept the minutes as presented, Judy seconded and the motion carried. 
 
Trustees and B & G: 
A representative from Access Systems, (which is where we got our copier), was at their committee meeting 
with booklets of upgrades of copiers—they will be getting back to the committee with a quote. The new 
camera has been mounted. The repairs of the sanctuary door and the mailbox has been tabled for now. 
There was a gentleman that inquired about renting Fellowship Hall. After some discussion the committee 
agreed to decline this due to not having people available to let them in and out, due to specific times they 
had requested. As a result of this, the committee reviewed the fees and decided to increase the fees. Each 
was increased by $100 for non-members for use of the kitchen, hall and sanctuary, as well as, increased to 
$20 for the custodian and $40 for opening and closing the facilities. 
 
Diaconate: 
The deacons led the Memorial Day weekend service. The banners will be changed this weekend. All    
mothers were acknowledged on Mother's Day. The committee is working on the membership letters that 
will be sent out to inactive members. 
 
Christian Ed: 
The Monday in-person study group is still studying the Gospel of Luke. The On-line study group will be 
taking a break for the summer and resume studies in the fall. The youth will be meeting on another date due 
to scheduling conflicts. 
 
O/M/E: 
The committee promoted the Strengthen the Church campaign. 
 
Women's Fellowship: 
There was a $473 deposit made into the account. They are waiting for a final total from the Spring Basket 
Sale. 
 
Pastor's Report: 
The Bible Study group that meets via Zoom on Tuesdays will be taking a break over the summer and will 
resume studies again in the fall. In person Bible study is meeting Mondays at 1:30 pm. 
Pastor Congregation Relations Committee met on Monday, April 25, 2022 at 3 pm to go over the minutes 
of both sessions of “A Sure Foundation” and determine what other action needs to take place and to discuss 
any other issues there may be. They will be updating the Bulletin Boards, they have suggested highlighting 
a section of the Constitution and By-Laws each month in the Sparks and Steffany will be putting together a 
document for permission to post pictures on our website, brochures and in the Sparks that will be along the 
same line as what they use for the schools. 
The El Assoc. Advisory Council Meetings have moved to alternate months with the Committee on        
Ministry, so they will now be every other month on the third Tuesday at 1:30 pm, which began  on April 
19. The next meeting will be on June 21. No new Transformational Ministry Grants have been submitted to 
the Association. 
Just a reminder that Pastor has agreed to serve on the Board of Directors for the Iowa Conference of the 
UCC as they are short members, the meetings are being held virtually and she believes it is important to 
have support in times of transition. That being said, any time she spends on Board work will be               
documented under the category, Outreach and Activities not in my hours reported:. 
Pastor Karen took vacation on May 23 through the 29. She says thank you for the time away. She had the 
opportunity to catch up with a friend from college who she had not seen in person for 30 years. She also 



SUMMIT SPARKS, June, 2022  Page 6 of 8 

 

had the opportunity to get out on the boat twice, see Father Stu in the theater (quite funny and inspirational 
all in one movie) and her Utah family moved back to Iowa so she is rejoicing in all of this. Rev. Emily Blue 
was lined up for coverage for any Pastoral Care emergencies. To her knowledge, she was not needed. She in 
turn will be on vacation June 8-June 18 and Karen will be covering for any Pastoral Care needs for her. 
Diaconate has composed a letter to send to the inactive members and at the next meeting they will go over 
the membership list to determine who will receive one according to the Constitution and Bylaws and any  
extenuating circumstances. 
 
Old Business: 
Pat read the membership letter that was composed. The youth are going to try and get together to work on the 
bulletin boards. The Treasurer position is still in need of someone to step up in the position as Judy is      
planning on stepping down from it and would like to work with the next person to assure a smooth transition.  
We are so grateful for all the years of service Judy has given this church as Treasurer. There was some      
discussion about the church cleaning list. A suggestion was made to possibly divide up the areas of cleaning 
responsibilities so that if someone can only do an area of the church, we know what is done and what still 
needs to be completed. Judy will take this back to Trustees and B & G to review and add changes. The chair 
that was a safety hazard in the sanctuary has been removed and now has a new home. Moving forward—any 
ideas for any changes for services will be kept on the agenda. 
 
New Business: 
FYI—Merlin sent out an email concerning the air conditioners. He tested all of them—all are working except 
the one on the south side of Fellowship Hall. He also turned the furnace on in Fellowship Hall—the south 
side is not working, as well. This will need to be checked into. 
This is the 25th year anniversary for Summit being in this location. Possibly thinking of doing something  
special this fall to celebrate. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Flora Brown, Clerk 
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C.J.’s Family Picnic 2022 
WHEN:    June 25, 2022 
WHERE:  Summit Cong. UCC                 
                Fellowship Hall 
TIME:      11:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M. 
Potluck:  Bring your own table service,  

dish to share,  
and your own non-alcoholic beverage. 

Help us CELEBRATE 
C. J.’S 100TH BIRTHDAY 

The family will be celebrating other events but 
wanted to invite the church to be a part of  

C.J.’S 100th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 
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Constitution and By-laws Highlight of the Month 
 
CONSTITUTION - ARTICLE 4 – Standing Boards and Committees: 
 
Committee Administration: 
 
All Board and Committee Members shall be active members in good standing in the church,      
nominated and elected by a majority vote of the membership at the fall business meeting.  Terms of 
Standing Boards and Committees shall be three years, staggered by member; with a maximum of 
one additional consecutive full term (unexpired terms are not included in the eligibility calculation).  
Members may be re-elected following a consecutive term after one year of ineligibility. 
With the exception of the Church Council, no member shall serve on more than one standing Board 
or Committee. 
 All Standing Boards and Committees shall be responsible to plan and submit an annual budget to 
the Budget committee for inclusion in the annual church budget by December 1 of each year. 
 
Church Council: 
 
The Church Council shall include the pastor as an ex-officio member without vote, the moderator, a 
representative of the Board of Diaconate, a representative of the Board of Trustees, a                  
representative of the Building and Grounds Committee, a representative of the Board of Christian 
Education, a representative of the Mission/Outreach/Evangelism Committee, the Clerk, the     
Treasurer, and one representative from the Women’s Fellowship and Men’s Fellowship groups. 
 
BY-LAWS – Article 1 - Responsibilities 
Church Council: 
 
The Church Council shall be responsible for the administration of the church’s organizational life.   
Moderator will serve as chairperson.  In Moderator’s absence, a representative of the Board of  

Diaconate will act in his/her stead. 
Shall formulate a unified program so that the church’s committees can cooperate and coordinate 

without conflict of dates, interests, activities or objectives. 
Council shall authorize and create short-term task-oriented committees to address specific issues 

or needs. 
Shall nominate member candidates for all standing boards and committees. 
Shall perform a review of the constitution every five years validating the Constitution’s ongoing and 

appropriate representation of the membership’s concerns and directions.  The Council shall 
recommend amendments and/or enhancements where appropriate, reporting their findings at 
that year’s fall business meeting, to be acted upon by the membership. 

Shall meet monthly. 


