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Sweet Inspirations … 
 

I have been busy putting together several announcements for this newsletter.  You will see pictures 
that our youth and young adults made during their April 16th gathering and were much more creative than 
I had ever imagined.  I imagined 2 dimensional and immediately they began making three dimensional art 
work.  But, isn’t that what God does with us when we open our lives to the guidance of the Holy One; we 
find ourselves inspired beyond what we could ever imagine on our own.  When we didn’t use up all of the 
scrap pieces of tissue paper that represented our burdens and brokenness we left at the foot of the cross 
during Lent, it was our youth and young adults who suggested to put them back in the vessel and place 
them back at the foot of the cross to show that Easter does not mean that God transforms our brokenness 
all at once.  That being said we still live in the hope that God can still transform that brokenness into 
something beautiful.  There are times when God’s healing and intervention is beyond earthly explanation, 
but often it comes through earthly vessels whether that be humans, animals and nature; also, through 
changing hearts and minds.  It is important to keep turning to our Stillspeaking God and heed God’s   
guidance and wisdom as we journey through this earthly life. 

Throughout Lent we also had a Prayer Wall on our entrance bulletin board where we tied strips of 
cloth to represent the different kinds of prayers we were offering to God.  Not only did members put their 
prayers on this wall but I noticed as people came in for assistance they stopped at the Prayer Wall and 
added their prayers to it as well.  The Prayer Wall not only shows our connectedness to God, but our    
connectedness with one another.  What a beautiful way to have a visible representation of our               
connectedness to the Creator and to one another.  For those of you who are unable to come to church I will 
have a picture of the Prayer Wall in this issue of the Sparks as well. 

In meeting with the Pastor Congregations Relations Committee, one of the things we thought 
would be good for both the Pastor and Congregation is to highlight a portion of the Constitution and       
By-laws of the church each month in the Sparks as a reminder of who we are and how we can best work 
together to be the body of Christ to our members and in the world.  This month you will see Article 3 of 
the Constitution which focuses on membership.  Our abilities and gifts are always changing, but we all 
still have something we can share for the good of the whole body of Christ.  As a faith family we choose 
to live in covenant with one another giving where we can and receiving when in need, not an either/or, but 
a both/and covenant. 

Speaking of covenants, that is how we relate to the wider church and so this month I am including 
a notice from the Tri-conference ministry to update all of us on what is happening during this time of   
transition for the Conference.   

Lastly, this week I read in a devotional from Rev. Cameron Trimble something that really inspired 
me. It speaks of how the school children, who live in the Onondaga Land which was shaped by the 
Haudenosaunee Confederacy, began each day with this Thanksgiving Address, 

 
Today we have gathered and when we look up on the faces around us, we see that the cycles of life       

continue.  
We have been given the duty to live in balance and harmony with each other and all living things.  

So now let us bring our minds together as one as we give greetings and thanks to each other as People.  
Now our minds are one. 

 
May we live in Easter hope and be open to the beautiful transformations God seeks to bring about 

in our lives and in this world as we embrace the beauty of covenantal relationships with God, one another 
and all of creation. 

 
Shalom! ----- Pastor Karen 

Contributors: Pastor Karen, Flora Brown (clerk), Merlin Green (editor) 
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MAY    BIRTHDAYS: 
4th    Doug Watters 

5th   Jessica Stepp 
 7th   Sarah Welbes 
21st   Brian Weiss 
25th   Josh Orr 

 

26th   Karen Candee 

         Rachael Stumpf 
28th   Beth Havlik 

 
MAY       ANNIVERSARIES: 
16th   Greg and Lisa Hansen 
27th   Sarah and Kathy Starits-Tayloe 

30th   Ellen and Ron Craff 

Important Calendar Dates:    

 
 

Scheduled Committee Meetings     Please remember that ALL committee and council  meetings 
are open to the congregation. 

 

Tuesday, May 10 9 am All Church Cleaning 

Saturday, May 21 4 pm Youth and Young Adult Gathering 

Monday, May 2 4 pm Diaconate meeting  

Monday, May 9 3 pm Trustees/B&G meeting 

Tuesday, May 31 4 pm Church Council meeting 

Prayer Wall 
Each color represents a different type of prayer. 

Red – Forgiveness, Pink – Joy, Yellow – Praise, Green – Healing, 
Blue – Gratitude, Purple – Family & Friends, Orange - World 
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Pictures of how God can take the brokenness of our lives and in the world  
and transform it into something beautiful. 

These pictures were made from the torn tissue paper which represented our brokenness  
and burdens that we placed in a vessel at the foot of the cross throughout Lent  

and symbolically represent the transformation God can bring about  
in our lives and this world through giving our brokenness to God. 

 

      

          Milana King                                             Ashlyn and Faith Welbes 

      

                     Arrows Arcadia                                                     Kiki King 
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Easter Lilies 

 

 Donated By In Loving Memory of 

 Terry & Beth Boleyn  Ames and Boleyn Loved Ones 

 Steve Bruse  Jane Kouba 

 Steve Bruse  Larry Bruse 

 Neil & Karen Candee  Candee Loved Ones 

 Neil & Karen Candee  Rondeau Loved Ones 

 Pam, Karen, & Julie Kass & Families John Kass 

 
 

 

Graduation is Near 
If you know someone graduating this year, we would like to help celebrate their accomplishments. 

Please submit their name, from where they are graduating,  
what degree and or field of major if above high school graduation, 

important family relationships to that individual you would like to acknowledge, 
and any other activities or accomplishments you would like to acknowledge throughout that journey. 

Please submit them to Pastor Karen either in hard copy, a phone call or via email. 
 
 

Thank You 
Thank you for your prayers, cards and best wishes.   

They certainly brightened my days.   

I am improving every day,  

but have at least another month before I become truly mobile.  

         Shirley Traylor 
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CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
 
April 25, 2022 via Zoom 
Present:  Pastor Karen, Beth Boleyn, Pat Kreimeyer, Merlin Green, Carrie Peppmeier, Judy Prochaska and 
Flora Brown 
 
Pastor opened the meeting with a devotion. The minutes from the March  meeting were reviewed, Carrie  
motioned to accept the minutes as written, Judy seconded and the motion carried. 
 
Trustees & B & G: 
Merlin is still considering where to locate the new camera that was recently purchased with the Association 
Grant Fund. The snow removal bill had a fuel surcharge of $25 a month that wasn't in the contract. After 
some discussion, the committee decided to have it deducted from the current bill (since January 1) and pay 
the balance. A letter was received from the Community Foundation of Greater Dubuque stating we could 
withdraw $1190 from our original account if we wanted/needed to before the end of 2022—it was decided 
not to at this time. It was noted that on the Financial Statement for March that under the Building        
Maintenance account the $350 from both rebates was submitted for the purchase of the new AC and furnace. 
 
Diaconate: 
The committee discussed composing a membership letter which would include the different responsibilities 
for members, as well as, the Constitution, just as a refresher. Once the letter is finished it will be sent out to 
inactive members. 
 
Christian Ed.: 
The online group will be studying Wisdom on Tuesdays at 10:30 am. The in person group is meeting on 
Mondays at 1:30 pm and they are studying the Gospel of Luke. The Youth and young adults have met and 
had some discussion. They caught up with one another and had a pizza party. 
 
O/M/E: 
The committee is planning on meeting again quarterly. They will be looking into some programs for         
Outreach. 
 
Summit Fellowship: 
The committee just had a meeting and are waiting to set up another meeting. The Basket Sale went well. All 
of the baskets were sold. 
 
Pastor's Report: 
The Pastor Congregation Relations Committee met today, Monday, April 25 at 3 pm. They went over the 
minutes of both sessions of “A Sure Foundation” and determined what other actions need to take place and to 
discuss any other issues there may be. They will meet again on June 9 at 10 am. 
The El Assoc. Advisory Council Meetings have moved to alternate months with the Committee on Ministry 
so they will now be every other month on the third Tuesday at 1:30 pm which began on April 19. The     
Council has been very active via email, however, they have received and approved a total of 7                 
Transformational Ministry Grants by sharing the information, giving input and voting via email. One of the 
grants they approved was for Summit for the new camera. Pastor abstained from that vote but all others were 
unanimous in the vote for approval. There is much discussion concerning the transition in Conference Staff, 
both lay and clergy. Also, they began taking a look at what the Fall meeting would look like this year and 
they are considering a hybrid model as long as they have a church willing to host it that way and has the    
capabilities to do it. 
Holy Week times and events:  Holy Week began on Palm Sunday with worship and a Palm Sunday Potluck 
to follow worship. Maundy Thursday we had a Soup Supper at 5:30 pm with Readings, Table Talk Questions 
and Table Communion while eating in Fellowship Hall followed by a Stations of the Cross   Service in the 
sanctuary at 6:30 pm. Just a reminder that Pastor has agreed to serve on the Board of         Directors for the 
Iowa Conference of the UCC, as they are short of members. The meetings are being held virtually and Pastor 
believes it is important to have support in times of transition. That being said, any time she spends on Board 
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Thank you so much for your continued support, especially financial  
Because of you, Summit IS AWESOME! 

The Trustees 

work will be documented under the category—Outreach and Activities not in my hours reported:. 
Pastor Karen posted the Easter Gift Basket sale to the Community Calendar and posted it to the website. Due 
to the inclement weather, the Basket Sale was postponed to the following Saturday. She posted those changes 
on the outdoor church sign, Community Calendar and on two of the tv stations. She also posted pictures of 
the baskets to our website and Facebook pages.  On March 29th Pastor Karen met with Pastor Kristen       
Wipperman and one of her students, Gabriel Brown, who wanted to know more about ecumenical ministry. 
Pastor helped lead a DACU Worship Service for Ukraine and World Peace on Thursday, March 31. She will 
be taking vacation in May from the 23-29. Coverage is yet to be determined. During the month of April,   
Pastor was kept quite busy with making Pastoral Phone Calls, as well as, setting up and making hospital, 
nursing home and home visits. 
She also met with the youth and young adults of this congregation who had an opportunity to get reconnect-
ed, make art pieces out of the torn tissue paper pieces that were left at the foot of the cross  representing our 
burdens we gave to God. The artwork pieces then represented how God takes our burdens and transforms 
them into something beautiful. The unused pieces of paper symbolize that God's transformation does not  
happen all at once. The group agreed they would like to meet again on May 21 at 4 pm. 
 
Old Business: 
The work that needs to be done on the sanctuary door and the mailbox is still on the agenda—just waiting for 
the weather to cooperate. If anyone has any concerns with Pastor for PC Relations please bring them to Pastor 
and/or the committee. We will be looking into changing/working on the bulletin boards. We are still looking 
for someone to step up as treasurer for next year and to work alongside of Judy P. this year for training     
purposes and to help make for a smooth transition. If you are interested, please let Pastor Karen or Church 
Council know. 
New Business: 
If anyone has any new ideas for moving forward, or where we want to put our efforts for Summit, let us 
know. Council would like to put together a list of jobs/chores that need to be completed so we have it for ref-
erence when and /or if someone can/is available to complete. Judy will look for the previous list and send it 
out for council to look at. Clerk duties:  Flora shared that she spoke with Ellen and was shown where the 
“Clerk's” book is kept and what needs to be done with it. Pastor and Flora will get together and update the 
information. There is a chair in the sanctuary that is a safety hazard. Council discussed what to do with it. 
They decided to get rid of it—it will be announced to see if anyone can use it, otherwise it will be taken to 
Goodwill and Terry and Beth will take care of this. Pastor shared that the prayer wall by the front door has 
been getting used by people coming for meetings. 
 
Other Business: 
Sparks articles are due this Friday, April 29. Next meeting—Tuesday, May 31 at 4 pm via Zoom. Beth       
motioned to adjourn the meeting, Pat seconded and the motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  Flora Brown, Clerk 
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CONSTITUTION 
 
ARTICLE 3 – Membership: 
 
Qualifications:  Any person desir ing and willing to cooperate in Chr istian wor k as set for th in Object 
and Vision, and Covenant stated herein, may be accepted into membership in this church, after receiving   
instruction or review of the meaning of being a member of this church. 
Duties: Members are expected to be faithful in the spir itual duties of the Chr istian life, attend regular ly 
the services and business meetings of the church, financially support the church to their means and share in its 
organized work. 
Rights:  Members in good standing may par ticipate fully in the church pr ograms, and may act and 
vote in the transactions of the church.  
Each member has the right to communicate concerns or objections to any of the officers or standing         
committee members.  Church members are invited to bring concerns and issues to the appropriate board or 
committee either through direct communication with any of the aforementioned board or committee        
members, or by request to the Chairperson of that board or committee, to be added to the agenda at the next 
meeting. 

 
Consummation: 

 
Membership in this church is consummated by public acceptance of its covenant on: 
 
 Baptism and confession of faith in the Divine principles for which the church stands. 
 Presentation of a letter of transfer from any Christian church. 
 Reaffirmation of faith on recommendation of the Board of Diaconate. 
  
Membership Status: 
 
Active Membership:  Members actively suppor ting Chr istian wor k as set for th in Object and Vision, 
and Covenant.  Active members are faithful in spiritual duties of the Christian life, attend regularly the       
services and business meetings of the church, financially support the church to their means and share in its 
organized work. 
 
Associate Membership:  Associate Members are those who are members of some Chr istian church and 
who, by reason of temporary residence in Dubuque or other personal reason, would not desire to terminate 
their membership in their home church.  Such members are entitled to all the rights and privileges of regular 
membership.  
 
All applications for membership shall be approved or disapproved by the Board of Diaconate. 
 
Termination: 
 
  A member in good standing shall be granted a letter of transfer or demission upon request.  
 
The Board of Diaconate, together with the pastor, clerk, and church financial secretary, shall review the 
membership rolls and assess the status of members and their participation.  Any member who has been     
notified and advised of the consequences and been given the opportunity, fails or refuses to cooperate with 
and contribute to the support of the church for a period of two years, shall be placed on the “Inactive Roll”.  
Members placed on the “Inactive Roll” may: 
 

Be reinstated as an active member in good standing upon participation in the life of the church. 
       Obtain a letter of transfer. 
       Be dropped from membership after a period of one year of further inactivity. 
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Update on Acting and Interim Executive Conference Ministers 

 
Dear Partners in Ministry in the Iowa, Nebraska, & South Dakota Conferences, 
  
With joy, the Tri-Conference Board of Directors has affirmed Rev. Phil Hart as Interim Executive         
Conference Minister. His start date will be August 1st. Rev. Hart has served as Interim Conference Minister 
in five Conferences of the United Church of Christ and in the Ohio Conference twice. He has also served as 
a local pastor, Professor of Theology and Communication, Licensed Social Worker, and is a Certified    
Mediator through the Ohio Supreme Court. 
 
In meeting with the Tri-Conference Board, Rev. Hart said that one of his hopes for the coming year is, “To 
live out the hope and faith I truly have that God will be with us and guide us all through these times.” This 
commitment to a faith lived out in relationship with others commends Rev. Hart to the Executive          
Conference Minister position in such a time as this. We look forward to his leadership in the coming 
months. 
 
To serve in the months between ECM Brigit Stevens’ departure and Rev. Phil Hart’s arrival the                
Tri-Conference Board of Directors has appointed Rev. Bob Molsberry as Acting Executive Conference 
Minister. Rev. Molsberry has served many incarnations of the church over his career including local church 
ministry in Iowa, Illinois, and Missouri, community development in Central America, and Conference  
Ministry in Ohio. 
 
A graduate of Yale Divinity School, Rev. Molsberry has published numerous articles about Central     
America, and is the author of two books, “Blindsided by Grace: Entering the World of Disability,” and 
“Tour de Faith: A Cyclist’s Lessons for Living.” These books explore the changes that Rev. Molsberry has 
dealt with since a hit-and-run accident in 1997 left him paraplegic. Since that time he has been an advocate 
for disability issues and has made numerous presentations on disability and ministry. 
 
We are excited to welcome Rev. Molsberry into this role. 
  
God’s peace be with you, 
 
Rev. Chad E. Savage 
President: TCM Board of Directors 
Pronouns: he/him/his 


