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SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE  

March 19, 2023 

   WORDS OF WELCOME 
 

INTROIT: 505 v.v. 1 & 3   “Sweet Hour of Prayer”  (Public Domain) 
  

1. Sweet hour of prayer! Sweet hour of prayer! that calls me from a world of care, 
     and bids me at my Maker's throne let all my needs and wants be known. 
     In seasons of distress and grief, my soul has often found relief, 
     and oft escaped the tempter's snare by your return, sweet hour of prayer!  
 

3. Sweet hour of prayer! Sweet hour of prayer! whose wings shall my petition bear 
     to One whose truth and faithfulness engage the waiting soul to bless.  
     And since I’m bid to seek God’s face, believe God’s word, and trust God’s grace, 
     I'll cast away my every care, and wait for you, sweet hour of prayer! 
 
PRAYER OF INVOCATION: * 

L: Anointed One, your love comes peaceably into our lives if we will but let it.  

     All too often we find ourselves fixated on the things of this earthly realm that are perishible, familiar,  

     and/or safe choices that we often lose sight of what you are raising up right in our very midst.  

All:  Enliven us with your Spirit this day so that we might get a glimpse of your peace. Take what we might 

imagine as too small for your kindom and use it to open the world to your overflowing abundance and 

provision for all that you have created. In the name of Jesus the Christ we pray. Amen. 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 886: A New Zealand Prayer Book Copyright © 1989 Church of the Province of New Zealand 

L: “You, O God, are supreme and holy. 
All: You create our world and give us life.  
       Your purpose overarches everything we do. 
       You have always been with us.  You are God.  
L: You, O God, are infinitely generous, good beyond all measure. 
All: You came to us before we came to you. 
       You have revealed and proved your love for us in Jesus Christ, 
       who lived and died and rose again. 
       You are with us now. You are God. 
L: You, O God, are Holy Spirit 
All: You empower us to be your gospel in the world.  
       You reconcile and heal; you overcome death. 
       You are our God.  We worship you. 
 

HYMN: #423   “Great Is Your Faithfulness”  
Song #85911  Words - ©1923, 1951 Hope Publishing Company Contributors: Thomas O Chisholm Reprinted & streamed under One License #A-611234 
 

PRAYER OF TRANSFORMATION & NEW LIFE: *   

L God of surprises, we know that we do not often perceive the world as you do. With worldly focus on flashy 

fame, grand gestures, optimal achievements, and unreachable standards we get blinded to the beauty, grace and 

power in the small yet much needed gesture in ourselves and in others. Yet, in spite of our misguided reach 

towards perfection, you give us glimpses of your grandeur and grace.  

All: Surprise us yet again this day, O God, that in our complacency which allows us to drift towards the same 

old ways of faith that we may be transformed anew. Provide us with a new cup of oil that we may be anointed 

by your love so that we may set out into your world to bless and anoint others. In the name of the One whose 

love and peace make all things new we pray. Amen. 
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Moment of Silent Confession, Listening to God 

& Reflection on God’s Forgiveness, Redemption and Restoration 
 

ASSURRANCE OF GOD’S GRACE: * 

L:  Friends, receive the anointing of God’s tender love and forgiveness this day. 

     For our lives cannot be transformed if we do not receive that which is freely offered to us. 

     God wants us to move on beyond past wrongs and walk with the Good Shepherd of us all  

      into an unknown future. 

      May we always remember that God’s care and compassion for you abides in our hearts today and always. 

All: We welcome God’s healing, transformation and salvation through Jesus Christ.  

       God help us to truly receive that which you freely offer us so that, 

       empowered by the Holy Spirit we will rise up and set out restored and renewed. Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE: 
 

Ephesians 5:8-14 NRSVUE 
New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. All rights reserved worldwide. 

8 for once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Walk as children of light, 9 for the fruit of the 

light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10 Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Take no part 

in the unfruitful works of darkness; rather, expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to mention what such people 

do secretly, 13 but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14 for everything that becomes visible is 

light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 

 

SINGING THE FAITH: v.v. 1 – 2  “Christ Be Our Light” 
Song #80229   © 1993, Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP. All rights reserved. 
Contributors: Bernadette Farrell Reprinted & streamed under One License #A-611234 
 

Psalm 23 NKJV  (New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. All rights reserved worldwide). 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
2 He makes me to lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside the still waters. 
3 He restores my soul; He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake. 
4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; 

For You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 
5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You anoint my head with oil; my cup runs over. 
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life;  

And I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

A TIME OF REFLECTION:  

“The Lord is my Shepherd … I Shall Dwell in the House of the Lord Forever” 

                                      (A personal testimony of Bruce Watters shared with his blessing) 

 

I do not remember when I finally realized that God has been with me all my life.  I sit here looking back 

into my life and I see many times He was there to help me and care for me. 

The first time I was too young to know Him. May father was killed in a tractor accident when I was two 

years old.  God sent my mother a young teen aged girl to help care for me. She and I have had contact through 

the years until she passed away at 97 years old. 

I have been church oriented most of my life.  I became a member when I was sixteen.  I also studied and 

earned the Boy Scout “God and Country” Award. 

I entered the Navy in 1956 and went active duty in 1957.  I was completely lost as I had not been 

allowed to make my own decisions.  My mom made them for me. 

The next time God was there was in Newport, RI.  I was having a hard time coping with my shipmates 

and started to walk down toward the beach and swim out as far as I could and drown.  As I passed a church I 

felt a hand on my shoulder that steered me into the church, but no one was around me.  In the church was a 

https://www.onelicense.net/search?term=Christ+Be+Our+Light&hymnal=&hymn=&page=1&type=submit-term&addition=&downloads-only=false
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picture of Jesus talking to the church elders. To me, it came to life and spoke to me.  It cased me to forget taking 

my own life.  When I returned to the ship, I was met by my division officer with a set of orders to a different 

ship.  That change helped me to survive.  God was there! 

The next time that God was there that I recognized was when I was able to save a shipmate from 

drowning in the surf at St. Augustine, Florida. 

After I got out of the service, I was working at John Deere when a friend persuaded me to reenlist 16 

years later.  Again, God was there. While I was there, I had several instances where God put me where I was 

needed.  One was to save a person from committing suicide.  God was there! I was only the tool. 

There have been many times I was lost and God found me, most of which I was not aware of.   

It has only been in the last two years that I finally began to understand that God is always with me, but I 

never recognized it.  The more I look back, I see where He was with me, and He has helped me. 

The one thing I must say is, “I am a sinner,” yet God has stood by me.  For this I am totally grateful!  

 

 

A TIME OF PRAYER – LIFTING UP PRAYER REQUESTS – THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

 

 

SINGING THE FAITH: HYMN REQUEST 

 

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY: 

L: God blesses each one with varied gifts of time talent and treasure not only for the benefit of our own lives, 

but that those blessing may flow from our lives pouring forth God’s blessings wherever there is need.  Let each 

of us give freely and joyfully from the blessings God has bestowed upon us as the Spirit guides. 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION: * 

L:  Generous God, you remind us that you “anoint our heads with oil” and that our “cup overflows” with your 

abundance. We do not take for granted all that you provide.  

All:  Take these gifts, multiply them and use them for the healing and tender care of your hurting world.  

May your cup of love overflow and abide with the hurting and heartbroken, forgotten and despised,  

Even with those who don’t realize they are in need of healing, so that we may all be made whole. Amen. 

 

SUMM-IT UP: 

 

SENDING HYMN:      “Shine, Jesus Shine” 
CCLI Song # 30426 Graham Kendrick © 1987 Make Way Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)  For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of 
Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 11251098 

 

CHARGE & BENEDICTION: 

May God bless and keep you, may God’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

May God look upon you kindly and grant you the peace God alone can give.   

 

POSTLUDE:   

                       
indicates prayers reproduced or *adapted from Come Peaceably: Service Prayers for the Fourth Sunday in Lent written by Rev. Dr. Chad Abbott, Conference 

Minister for the Indiana Kentucky Conference of the United Church of Christ and resides in Indianapolis, Indiana. Copyright 2023 Justice and Local Church Ministries, 
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