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SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE  

September 25, 2022 

   WORDS OF WELCOME 
 

INTROIT: v.v. 1 & 4   “Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks”  
Type: Words and Music;  Song #70406 Contributors: Donald Fishel  Tune: © 1971, International Liturgy Publications Text: © 1971, 
International Liturgy Publications Reprinted & Streamed under One License #A-611234. 
 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP: * 

L: Come to this place and time of promise. 

C: We are becoming the house of hope, the field of sunflowers, the vineyard of great caring. 

L: Come to a shared commitment to abundance possible for all people. 

C: We are an earthenware jar, to keep safe the tomorrow of children. 

     Our security question is – the word of God, and our password is love. 

 

GATHERING HYMN: v.v. 1 - 2  “All Are Welcome”     
Song #00004 Contributors: Marty Haugen Tune: © 1994, GIA Publications, Inc.  Text: © 1994, GIA Publications, Inc.  All rights reserved.  
Reprinted & streamed under One License #A-611234 
 

PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE: * 

L:  Source of Wholeness and Life,  

All:  we confess that sometimes we have defaulted to un-hope in life 

and have dumped water on the spark of hoping in others with our words and actions. 

At times we have criticize plans before hearing them out and have resorted 

 to proclaiming the familiar mantra “we’ve tried that before and it didn’t work.” 

At times, we have laughed at new ideas and all too often circulated only bad news. 

Plant your promises deep in the field of our lives, and forgive us our presuming to define 

your future. Amen. 
Moment of Silent Confession, Listening to God & 

Reflection on God’s Forgiveness. Redemption, and Restoration of our Lives 
ASSURRANCE OF GOD’S GRACE: * 

L:  God wipes pessimism from the open heart and sends others to affirm in us even the most 

fragile possibilities of the future. We are forgiven and set free to live life redeemed from all our 

past misguided ways. 

All: God, we give you thanks that we are not just receivers of redemption, you make us 

redeemers. You bring us among friends and then ask for each one of our signatures to 

change your world. We hold the earthenware jar you call the church and with your help we 

will fill it with all your promises and we will be vessels carrying your redemption, wherever 

you send us. Amen. 

 

HYMN OF RESPONSE: v.v. 4 - 5  “All Are Welcome”     
Song #00004 Contributors: Marty Haugen Tune: © 1994, GIA Publications, Inc.  Text: © 1994, GIA Publications, Inc.  All rights reserved.  
Reprinted & streamed under One License #A-611234 

 

SCRIPTURE: 
New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. All rights reserved worldwide.      
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1 Timothy 6:6-19 
6 Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment, 7 for we brought 

nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it, 8 but if we have food and clothing, 

we will be content with these. 9 But those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are 

trapped by many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and 

destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be 

rich some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains. 

The Good Fight of Faith 
11 But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 

endurance, gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life to which 

you were called and for which you made the good confession in the presence of many 

witnesses. 13 In the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his 

testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you 14 to keep the 

commandment without spot or blame until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which 

he will bring about at the right time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of 

kings and Lord of lords. 16 It is he alone who has immortality and dwells in unapproachable 

light, whom no one has ever seen or can see; to him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 
17 As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty or to set their 

hopes on the uncertainty of riches but rather on God, who richly provides us with everything for 

our enjoyment. 18 They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to 

share, 19 thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that 

they may take hold of the life that really is life. 

 

Luke 16:19-31 - The Rich Man and Lazarus 
19 “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously 

every day. 20 And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21 who longed 

to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and 

lick his sores. 22 The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with 

Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. 23 In Hades, where he was being tormented, 

he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. 24 He called out, 

‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and 

cool my tongue, for I am in agony in these flames.’ 25 But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that 

during your lifetime you received your good things and Lazarus in like manner evil things, but 

now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. 26 Besides all this, between you and us a great 

chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and 

no one can cross from there to us.’ 27 He said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my 

father’s house— 28 for I have five brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will not also 

come into this place of torment.’ 29 Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; they 

should listen to them.’ 30 He said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone from the dead goes to 

them, they will repent.’ 31 He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, 

neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’ ” 
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TIME OF REFLECTION:   God Helps and Provides  

 

I want to share with you a story that happened when my son was three years old.  One 

night, while my husband and I were washing and drying the supper dishes, we decided to do a 

magic trick with my three-year-old son.  We had him stand on a chair and then I took the towel 

I was using to dry the dishes and put it over his head and said the magic words, abra cadabra, 

then pulled the towel from his head a pretended we couldn’t see him.  At first, he thought it was 

great and it was fun for him to be invisible, unfortunately we played the game to long and he 

almost started crying.  He would call out and say I am right here and we would say “We can 

hear you but we can’t see you.”   When he became upset I said let’s try the magic words again 

and see if they make you reappear.  He was quite happy to be visible again. 

So why did I share this story?  I can’t help but think that this is how Lazarus must have 

felt in the parable that was told to the Pharisees by Jesus.  Sitting outside of the gate of the rich 

man I can hear the words screaming out in Lazarus’ mind, “I’m right here, can’t you see me?”  

Unfortunately, the only acknowledgement of his existence came from the dogs who offered him 

compassion, by licking his wounds.    The rich man in this story had no need to notice Lazarus 

or care about his needs.  The rich man, like the Pharisees, chose to see his good fortune as a 

blessing from God, and if he did notice Lazarus at all, he had no need to concern himself with 

him because according to the scriptures in Duet. 28, wealth and good fortune were a sign of 

blessing from God as a reward for obedience.  Illness and ill fortune were a sign of 

disobedience and curses from God.   

Obedience is not an insurance policy against hardship.  If that were true, Jesus would 

have never been crucified; the apostles would have never met the trials, tribulations and fate 

they met, nor would today’s missionaries die in service to God, nor the faithful believer live in 

poverty.  But neither is prosperity a definite sign of God’s blessings.  True, sometimes in 

scripture and in our daily lives we can see how prosperity is a sign of God’s blessing, but it can 

also be associated with greed and oppression.   

When I was researching this text I learned something new.  This is the only parable in 

which Jesus names a character.  Though he names this character Lazarus, it is not the person 

whom Jesus raises form the dead.  Lazarus comes from the name Eleazar, which means God 

helps.  I find it interesting that the only time Jesus names a person in his parables, he names the 

outcast, the one who should be cursed, with a name that means, “God helps.” 

  When we look at the whole of scripture closely, the purpose behind blessing an 

individual or group of people has never been for selfish gain, but in order that others might be 

blessed through that individual or group of people.  In 1 Timothy we hear this, “Of course, 

there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment, 7 for we brought nothing into the 

world, so that we can take nothing out of it, 8 but if we have food and clothing, we will be 

content with these.   … As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be 

haughty or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches but rather on God, who richly 

provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 18 They are to do good, to be rich in good works, 

generous, and ready to share, 19 thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good 

foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of the life that really is life.” 
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Over my lifetime I have met people who have impacted my life and have allowed me to 

witness scripture being lived out in real time so I want to share with you a story of a woman 

who I encountered who allowed me to do just that.  This woman was someone who many would 

consider to be a person living in scarcity, yet she shared with me her joy in God blessing her 

with enough to be able to give to others.  When her son was growing up, she was always able to 

give his outgrown coats to “Coats for Kids”, but now that he is full grown, she no longer had 

hand me downs to be able to give away.  Yet, because she has accepted God’s gift of being 

content with her daily needs being provided, she didn’t become a slave to seeking more for 

herself, or spending life disgruntled because she doesn’t have what everyone else has.  Not only 

did God meet her daily needs, but in seeing that God had provided, she was free to see the 

Lazarus’ of this world and share from what God had blessed her with to purchase and give two 

coats away to “Coats for Kids”.  She didn’t share this story to brag, what a good Christian I am, 

she shared this event in her life so that she could share her joy as she thanked and praised God 

for having blessed her so richly.   This is a modern-day illustration of what we hear in today’s 

scriptures. 

Trusting in money, rather than God can cause us to be slaves of money and things and 

creates discontentment when we maybe have the things we need but not to the standard we 

desire.  Once we have become accustomed to a certain standard of living, it is hard not to 

perceive it, whether it be things or a way of living, as a need, rather than a luxury when often 

times that is really what it is.  When we are accustomed to a certain standard and our life 

circumstances change, often times we become slaves to trying to live up to that past standard 

when we can no longer afford it or have the ability to do it, nor will we probably ever and our 

lives are made miserable as we drown ourselves in debt or trying to do something we can no 

longer do or spend our lives regretting what used to be and no longer is.   Our focus is 

misdirected and our energies and resources often times wasted chasing after a happiness that is 

only temporary rather than eternal.  The same applies for our churches.  It is important for us to 

see ours and the world’s current circumstances and resources and abilities and allow God to 

help us see how we can share and use those resources and abilities to be vessels of God’s light 

in the world. The third Sunday in October is one of our Congregational meetings where we 

nominate church leadership to help us as a body to discern God’s will and vision for us in this 

world, not in yesterday’s world, but today’s world.  This scripture today challenges us all to do 

good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share not only our money, but our time 

and our abilities in ways that shine forth the divine light, thus storing up the treasure of a good 

foundation for the future, so that we and others may take hold of the life that really is life 

To put our trust in money creates a blindness to the needs of others because we either 

don’t yet have what we want or can’t maintain what we already have.  To be content with our 

daily needs being supplied frees us to see the Lazarus’ of this world and share from what God 

has so richly blessed us with, even in perceived scarcity according to American standards, all 

the while experiencing true joy in a way that draws us into praising and thanking God for richly 

blessing us.  In this God helps both the giver and receiver to live life abundantly. 

Thank you God for being a God who helps all in need.  Help us to be both receivers and 

givers of your Divine help.  May it be so! 
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HYMN REQUEST: 

 

A TIME OF PRAYER – LIFTING UP PRAYER REQUESTS – THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY: *  

L: We are invited to offer resources, time, abilities, compassion,  

     in a tangible expression of our hope for the future for ourselves,  

     this community of faith and many others near and far away.   

     Let us give freely and joyfully as the Spirit guides! 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION: * 

L:  Steadfast One, Giver of All Good Gifts,  

All: we have received hope; we give you time. We have received hope; we give one another 

the church. We have received hope; we offer these gifts for your use that they may become 

the change or simply the promise of change among those who need this clear image that they 

are not abandoned. Amen 

SUMM-IT UP: 
                             

SENDING HYMN:    “I’ll Do My Best” 
CCLI Song # 59335 Jeremy Dalton © 1983 Word Music, LLC (a div. of Word Music Group, Inc.) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of 
Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 11251098 

 

 
BENEDICTION & CHARGE: * 

As we depart from this gathering time together, 

May you be as blessed with a word-of-God’s whisper when you are waiting, 

a glimpse of freedom when you are confined, a friend to show you the way forward, 

an earthenware jar of God’s love in which your signature is precious. 

Let us go now in the love of God, the peace of Christ, empowered by the Holy Spirit 

To love and serve God, one another and all of God’s magnificent creation.  Amen! 

 

POSTLUDE:   
                       

indicates prayers reproduced or *adapted from In an Earthenware Jar: Service Prayers for the Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost written by Maren C. Tirabassi – 
a UCC Pastor and author. Copyright 2022 Justice and Local Church Ministries, Faith INFO Ministry Team, United Church of Christ, 700 Prospect Avenue, Cleveland, 

OH  44115-1100.  Permission granted to reproduce or adapt this material for use in services of worship or church education.  All publishing rights reserved.   
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